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Dear St. Andrew's Parishioners: 
 
In preparation for the election at the annual meeting on January 
27, 2019 following the 10:00 service, it is important that you 
become more familiar with the candidates.  The candidates 
standing for election to the Vestry and Diocesan Delegate/Huron 
Valley Area Deanery are: 
 
 

Vestry 
Diocesan Delegate/ 
Huron Valley Area 
Deanery 

Trent Collier 
Darwin Matthews 
Sandra Murchison 

Sarah Inwood 
Ann Garvin 
 

Ron Slone  
Luke Thompson 
Susan Wakefield 

 

  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 

Continuing Vestry Members 
Jackie Doneghy Jan 2020 Ransom Duncan Jan 2021 

Ola Kolawole Jan 2020 Judy Dyer Jan 2021 

Bruce Robinson Jan 2020 Mary Edwards Jan 2021 

JoAnn Socha Jan 2020 Jude Wilson Jan 2021 
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These candidates were asked to reflect and respond to the 
following text: 
 
Each of you has had a different relationship with St. Andrew’s over the 
years, and has a different circle of contacts in the St. Andrew’s 
community. So all of our parishioners can learn more about you and how 
you may contribute to our mission (“Witnessing to the Good News of 
God in Christ”), please consider telling us about: 
 

1. Yourself and family, and work or volunteer work in which 
you have been involved. 

2. Your journey of faith and how you ended up at St. 
Andrew’s. 

3. How you’re currently involved with St Andrew’s (e.g., which 
service you attend, and what activities or ministries you’re 
involved with). 

4. How your life experiences at St. Andrew’s, other churches, 
and in the community at large illustrate your dedication to 
the ministries of St. Andrew’s.  

5. What aspects of St. Andrew’s you’re especially passionate 
about, want to work to support, or want to strengthen. 

 
This booklet contains the responses from the candidates. 
 
I would like to thank the members of the nominating committee 
for all of their hard work: 
 
 Julie Case 
 Frank Gordon 
 Amy Porter 
 Lucy Richert 
 Paul Wise 
 Allen Woodford 
   
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the nominating committee. 
 
Bruce Robinson 
Senior Warden 
Chair, Nominating Committee 
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TRENT COLLIER 

VESTRY CANDIDATE 
 

 
  I’m Trent Collier—Teresa Fulimeni’s husband and 

Zoey and Violet’s dad. I’m an attorney with a civil defense firm in 
Southfield. I’ve attended St. Andrew’s since 2001. We attend the 
10:00 a.m. service and Zoey and Violet attend J2A and 6th grade 
Sunday school.  

I was raised as a Methodist. (My dad is a Methodist minister, 
though he spent most of his career in academia.) Growing up, the 
church was one of my homes-away-from-home. My friends were 
there, much of my social life was through the church, and the 
good people of the Berea United Methodist Church even let my 
loud high-school rock band practice there.  

When I went to college, an introduction-to-religion class 
captured my imagination. That’s when my dad introduced me to 
Thomas Merton’s writing. Through Merton, I became interested in 
Buddhism, Hinduism, and monastic Christian traditions. So I 
majored in religion at Ohio Wesleyan and then attended Harvard 
Divinity School. My spiritual life at the time was a patchwork of 
Methodism and Buddhism, with an emphasis on meditation.  

I started Divinity School planning to get a Ph.D. and teach 
religion. By the time I finished, I decided that a doctoral program 
in Buddhism would be a bad fit. I decided to pursue law instead. 

That’s how Teresa and I ended up in Ann Arbor: I enrolled at 
the University of Michigan Law School. Not long after starting law 
school, I became ill with something doctors eventually diagnosed 
as severe, treatment-resistant depression. In 2001, in the midst of 
one of my rougher bouts, I woke up one Sunday morning and 
went to St. Andrew’s for the first time.  

I’m still not sure why. A cynic might say that I was drawn to 
the architecture or that I was desperate and shopping for 
something new. But I think something bigger was at work in my 
life—something too mysterious to name.  

St. Andrew’s has been my spiritual home ever since that first 
visit in 2001. I was confirmed in 2006. Both of our girls were 
baptized here. And I got more involved in St. Andrew’s as our 
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daughters got older. I’ve taught the occasional Sunday School 
class, worked at the Breakfast Program, participated in St. 
Andrew’s Players productions with Zoey and Violet, and 
participated in the occasional charitable project like Habit for 
Humanity. And I’ve found friends, teachers, and sources of 
inspiration sharing the pews on Sundays.  

As for what I’d like to contribute to St. Andrew’s, I’m very 
interested in working on ways to show the church’s relevance to 
younger people and to older folks as well. The Episcopal Church 
has a vital and prophetic message to deliver, and I want to help 
make that message part of the public discourse. And, just as 
importantly, I would love to do whatever I can to help ensure that 
St. Andrew’s remains a place where that vital and prophetic 
message flourishes. 
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DARWIN MATTHEWS 
VESTRY CANDIDATE 

 
 

 St. Andrew’s has been a part of my life and my extended family’s 
life for many years with marriages, baptisms, pastoral care and funerals.  
My grandfather, Reardon Peirsol, was on the vestry; Rev. Henry Lewis 
married my parents and baptized me; and Rev. Margie Menaul presided 
over our marriage in 1991.  St. Andrew’s history and the current role it 
plays in our community are important to me. 

 
I have lived in Ann Arbor since 1978.  My wife, Kirsten, and I have 

three daughters, and we live in Ann Arbor across from Food Gatherers.  
For the past eight years, I have been the treasurer on our neighborhood 
association.  Our oldest daughter, Ivy, lives in Colorado working as a ski 
lift operator at Copper Mountain and our twins, Phoebe and Daphne, are 
in their first year at WCC.  Both Kirsten and I went to Michigan.  She is a 
graduate of the Stamps School of Art & Design and I have a AB in 
Political Science and a MA in Archival Administration.  I have worked at 
UM for nearly 28 years and am currently the Director of Individual 
Stewardship in the Office of University Development.  I do not ask 
people for gifts; rather, I make sure we acknowledge donors, use their 
gifts for the intended purpose and tell them they are making a 
tremendous difference for Michigan’s students and faculty.  It is very 
rewarding work that I enjoy.   

 
I renewed my personal relationship with St. Andrew’s when Ivy 

started Sunday School nearly 20 years ago.  My connection with the 
Sunday School program grew from being a parent to becoming a teacher 
in the J2A class.  That was a great experience, and I encourage other 
adults to try this.  Besides getting to know the young people in the class, 
I really enjoyed getting to know the students’ parents, my co-teachers 
Monica Dering and Ann Scott, Carol Andrews-Ferguson and Father Alan.  
Our class pilgrimage to Harper’s Ferry, WV and then to Washington DC 
could not have gone better.  This winter I will continue with this group of 
young people, along with Monica and Carol. 

 
The Breakfast Program, St. Andrew’s Sunday School program and 

the building and grounds of St. Andrew’s are important to me.  Over the 
last eight years I have volunteered at the Breakfast Program with the 
J2A classes and have seen first-hand how meaningful, that program is to 
the community and to our young people who volunteer there.  The 
building also is special to me.  I grew up in Midland and attended St. 
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John’s Episcopal Church, a church designed by Alden Dow.  That church 
is a modern building that never seemed to me like a church.  Although I 
know a spiritual relationship should not be based on the architecture of 
the building, it does make a difference to me.  I want to make sure the 
Breakfast Program maintains its position within the Ann Arbor 
community, our youth education programs continue to receive support 
and that our church is properly maintained. 
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SANDRA MURCHISON 
VESTRY CANDIDATE 

 
 
I am so pleased to be nominated for service on the St. Andrew’s Vestry, 
as this church has quickly become an integral part of our family’s life 
together.  I am the mother of twin boys in the Cherubs’ Choir and I get 
to play tag with other cherub families in the garden after choir practice 
most Wednesday evenings.  I cherish the rare mornings that I am able 
to get in to serve breakfast before going into work at our amazing 
Breakfast program.  But most of my service to St. Andrew’s has been as 
an assistant or teacher in the children’s church school.  I’m happy to 
invent new crafts with as many natural materials as possible, as I am an 
instructor in the Kindergarten / First Grade Sunday School room.  This is 
my third year helping in the children’s ministry, which is also the entirety 
of our family’s time with St. Andrew’s.  My husband Julian and I moved 
our family for work and school reasons in 2016.  We’re both 
administrators now at Eastern Michigan University, and I am the Director 
of the School of Art & Design at EMU.  I am also a Professor of Studio 
Art, with my areas of expertise in printmaking and painting.   I have a 
love for book arts, letterpress and exploring historical landmarks in far 
off locations of Michigan.  In my efforts to try and do meaningful work, I 
serve on the board at the Riverside Arts Center in Ypsilanti.  Prior to 
moving to Ann Arbor, I taught studio art at Millsaps College for 17 years 
and started my own non-profit art center in an underserved 
neighborhood in Jackson, Mississippi.  In Jackson, I was a teacher in our 
church’s children’s ministry on Sundays and in the summer vacation 
church school.  In all aspects of my life, I am trying to solve problems 
and to lead in a manner that is supportive.  We attend the 10 am service 
typically, but also frequent the family service.  I imagine that my service 
to St. Andrew’s will continue to expand within the children’s ministry; 
and I would hope that I could serve as a liaison between our children, 
their instructors and the work of the Vestry. 
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RON SLONE 
VESTRY CANDIDATE 

 
Over the past twenty years our family has been attending St. Andrews. 
Rachel and I began attending in the earlier years while Sam and Charlie, 
our twin boys, came a few years later. Over the years we have attended 
service, became members, contributed to the breakfast program and of 
recent Sam and Charlie completed their confirmation. We enjoy St. 
Andrew’s culture of inclusiveness, warm atmosphere, friendships and rich 
community involvement-both in a current and in a historical context. 
Personally, my family history is deeply rooted in the Episcopal church; 
moreover, my Anglican (Christian) faith became a stronger connection 
while in college. While in college in Kalamazoo was my local parish was 
St. Aiden’s; I was the local sexton for the church at Western Michigan 
University. I am grateful for St. Aiden’s and the kind and authentic 
people whom I became friends. They were loving, and their views of 
God’s mission was centered as such. 
In my early years in college I was struggling with faith (surprise for a 
teenager). One afternoon, Father Gary shared his personal spiritual 
views- from life experience to the “theological.” In the discussion we 
touched on technical elements in scripture-specifically referencing Jesus 
and the struggle with “doubt.” It was a conversation where Father Gary 
was vulnerable enough (while strong and confident) to open-up on his 
faith and journey- an imperfect journey. He conveyed the idea that “it 
was ok to not always know the answers to the questions of faith.” That 
conversation was a spiritual awakening- the beauty of “faith wrapped in 
mystery” and that no one really had the “corner” on the Christian faith; 
we needed to remain teachable. Moreover, St. Aiden’s fabric was that of 
inclusiveness. 
The parish was diverse and included a diverse membership. Since I was 
a sexton, I was invited to sit in on the board meetings – with members 
such as a former FBI executive, a former German WW2 soldier, students 
pursuing PhDs, a female parish leader (the Rev. Susan Creighton) and 
others with diverse backgrounds and lifestyles. The diverse and 
sometimes charged conversations would open my heart to a searching 
that was authentic and real- as opposed to dogmatic or rather easy 
answers “pressed and rationalized with denial.” These were valuable and 
treasured experiences- especially with the Rev. Susan Creighton and 
Father Charles, both of whom nurtured my faith through friendship, 
good counsel and just plain “looking out” for a young, sometimes 
misguided, man. 
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Today I am on the executive team of an engineering company; I 
consider my faith as my true north, and I am grateful for the opportunity 
to be on St. Andrew’s Vestry. Susan Creighton told me once, “the world 
needs good businessman.” She encouraged me to the ministry, though 
my career path led to automation engineering and executive leadership. 
My business path has been an awesome journey, including global 
projects in Asia and Europe. I try to remember Susan’s words- while it is 
challenging to actively live it (part of the journey). 
Father Alan has been very generous and good to our family. I believe it 
is time to give more and be teachable, listen to other Vestry members 
and contribute via my leadership and business experience.  I hope to 
offer a different perspective that will help maintain the mission at St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church. 
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LUKE THOMPSON 
VESTRY CANDIDATE 

 
 
I have been a member of St. Andrew’s for as long as I can 
remember. From sitting during the service with my mom as a 
young child, attending Sunday school, getting baptized, going 
through J2A, confirmation, and pilgrimage, I have grown up in 
this church. St. Andrew’s is a major party of my community. 
Currently, I am a Political Science major at Eastern Michigan 
University and a soccer coach for Lil’ Kickers at Total Sports 
Complex since 2015. Recently I have been promoted to a 
supervisory role, to oversee all on field operations at our Total 
Sports Complex in Novi. I was a Senator for Student Government 
at Eastern Michigan University for 3 years; starting in 2015. This 
semester I will be the Election Commissioner for Student 
Government overseeing all election operations for the upcoming 
elections.  
 
 For the past 15 years, I have been serving as an acolyte at 
St. Andrew’s. I enjoy serving God in this role and plan to continue 
doing so as long as I am able. I play various instruments that 
include the piano, organ, and violin. I enjoy playing video games 
in my spare time. I also love soccer. My favorite teams are 
Manchester United (England), Real Madrid (Spain), and Columbus 
Crew SC (United States).  
 
 I believe I will be a good candidate for the Vestry at St. 
Andrew’s because a young adult is needed to represent the views 
of youth and young adults in our church. 
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SUSAN WAKEFIELD  
VESTRY CANDIDATE 

 
Greetings. I am Susan Wakefield. My husband Greg and I are originally 
from Minneapolis, Minnesota.  I grew up Roman Catholic and Greg grew 
up Presbyterian.  After we married, we began attending an Episcopal 
Church, it felt right, and we have continued as Episcopalians ever since. 
 
Our three children, Elizabeth, Kate and Patrick grew up attending St 
Andrew’s.  Elizabeth and her husband Justin were married here and 
recently, our granddaughter, Aria, was baptized in the chapel at the 
Family Service. 
 
My educational background is in Social Work. My degree is from the 
other great U of M, The University of Minnesota. In Minneapolis I worked 
as a Social Worker in a nursing home.  I value those years and learned 
so much from them. I was privileged to work with so many incredibly 
strong and resilient residents who gracefully coped with change brought 
on at the end of their lives. After moving to Michigan, I found St. 
Andrew’s to be a wonderful community to raise my children. I became a 
preschool teacher at Ann Arbor Hills Child Development Center in 1995 
and love my job. 
 
Through the years, I have been involved in a variety of volunteer 
opportunities. I have been involved with the Northside Community 
Center visiting older adults, helped out in my children’s grade school 
classrooms and served on the school PTSO.  I was actively involved with 
parent support in organizations such as Ann Arbor Youth Chorale and 
Parent Music Committee at Huron High School.  
 
At Saint Andrew’s, I have participated in many ministries this community 
provides, including Saint Andrew’s Choir, Altar Guild, teaching Sunday 
School, the church plays, and recently Coventry Suppers.  
 
Through Altar Guild, I have become a regular participant in the Thursday 
Healing Service and the Sunday 9:15 Family Service. I find both to be 
“hidden gems” in our church community.  Promoting these services and 
ensuring their continuation would be important to me, as a vestry 
member.  Also, as a parent, grandparent, and teacher myself- I am 
dedicated to our church school and its great benefits.  
 
In recent years, I have attended EfM (Education for Ministry) classes. In 
these classes I was struck by the details found in the Bible and history 
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that made me question aspects of my faith. During times of questioning, 
I was fully supported by the group, and reminded once again of one of 
the things I love about Saint Andrew’s: the accepting, non-judgemental 
nature of the Episcopal tradition, our unique congregation, and of the 
clergy in our church. Saint Andrew’s is a place that supports individual 
journeys in faith at all points along the path. Another quality that I love 
about Saint Andrews is how it emphasizes the importance of loving one’s 
neighbor as oneself. During my years at Saint Andrew’s I have grown in 
compassion for others and for that I am grateful. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to be a candidate for the Vestry of Saint 
Andrew’s Church. 
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SARAH INWOOD 
AREA DEANERY/CONVENTION DELEGATE 

 
I have been an active member of St. Andrew's Church for over 24 
years and have served as a church school teacher for much of 
that time. One of the highlights for me has been my association 
with the J to A program, which culminated in our pilgrimage to 
New York City in 2008. I work for the Ann Arbor Public Schools as 
a paraprofessional working with special needs children, a job I 
find personally fulfilling. Outside of work, I enjoy spending time 
with my four sons. 
 
 
Working with and encouraging young children is my passion, and 
I want to make sure St. Andrew's continues to engage our young 
people in the life and work of the church. I particularly enjoy the 
interaction with the younger members of our church when we 
assist with The Breakfast at St. Andrew's and am gratified to see 
how willing these students are to reach out and help those in 
need. As a previous member of the Vestry, I was able to see 
firsthand how important it is that we all work together and that 
each of us can find our own space to fill in the life of the church. I 
would be honored to serve as a member of St. Andrew's 
delegation to our diocesan convention. 
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ANN GARVIN 

AREA DEANERY/CONVENTION DELEGATE 
 
 
I am running to be a Delegate from St. Andrew’s to the Diocesan 
Convention; in 2019, our Diocese will be welcoming a new Bishop. 
Any new administration involves change; I would expect that both 
delegates and parishes will strive to incorporate these changes as 
we both welcome change and maintain continuity.  For example, 
during the past three years, I’ve been an eager participant in the 
Diocese’s Epiphanies Speaker Series and hope that program will 
continue.  A life-long Episcopalian, I have been a member of St. 
Andrew’s since we moved to Ann Arbor in 1983.  I continue to 
appreciate St. Andrew’s for our outstanding music, our strong 
liturgical tradition and our long-time history of outreach and social 
justice.  Currently, I attend the 8 o’clock service where I (and 
most of us) regularly serve in a variety of roles.  My (now-adult) 
children attended Church School here, sang in the Junior Choir, 
and made friendships which continue.  In my years here, I’ve 
graduated from Education for Ministry (EfM), have been a 
member of the Vestry (two terms), and served as Junior Warden 
(two years).  I currently convene the Episcopal Health Ministries 
@ St. Andrew’s and schedule the Intercessors for the 10 o’clock 
service.  I’ve recently retired from the State of Michigan’s 
Department of Health and Human Services (AKA public health, 
based in Lansing). 
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