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Dear Friends:
If I’ve heard it once, I’ve heard it a hundred
times: “I’ll be glad to put 2020 behind us.”
It has been an extraordinarily tough year
in just about every way imaginable. (You
don’t need me to enumerate how). And the
year is not over, yet. Even Christmas, which
we can usually depend on to give us some
respite from the usual stresses will be very
different this year, and that will be tough
for many, myself included. But there will
be a Christmas (see inside for details on
Christmas at St. Andrew’s) and because
it will be so different from tradition this
might be an opportunity to experience this
holy time in a quietness that a busy world
would not afford us. Then, a few days later, a
new year will arrive with many of the same
concerns and challenges as the previous
year. Yet a new year can also be a time to
start afresh and turn our energies to looking
forward, and renewing our commitment to
our hopes, values, and faith. God knows we
could all use just such a boost right now.
There is a great deal of work ahead of us.
These long months of pandemic have made
that clear. It has also been made clear that
however we emerge from this time, going
forward cannot mean simply reclaiming the
way things were before this past March. We
have experienced and learned and aspired
to too much to simply go back to life as we
once knew it, even if that were possible.
Some things, valuable things, will come
back. (I look forward, in some way, to being
in church with you on Christmas Eve, singing “Silent Night” by candlelight in 2021).
But other things, such as how our society
operates, how we communicate with and
relate to each other, how we care for the
world around us – among so many things
– will have to change or else the trauma of
the pandemic will just have been a prelude
to even worse hardships.

Throughout history we can see changes and
challenges arising again and again. Humanity has prospered when those changes
and challenges have been addressed in
an honest and healthy engagement. We
tend to suffer when we dig in our heals.
In the late 19th Century, an English educator and later, first bishop of Southwell,
George Ridding faced a rapidly changing
society and world. As an educator, Ridding
was committed to reforms that allowed for
broader access to education that was not
rooted in class or family ties. He advocated expansion of curricula that emphasized
mathematics, natural science, and modern
languages. As a bishop, Ridding took on a
newly formed diocese to create organizations, training, and spiritual development
among traditionally underserved populations. Ridding seems to be a person who
was always looking forward and working
to prepare himself, and those in his care
for whatever the future might bring. This
work did not always win him praise, but
it did change many peoples’ lives for the
better. I leave you with a prayer he wrote.

We might use this as our prayer for the New
Year and beyond.
“In times of doubts and questionings,
when our belief is perplexed by new
learning, new teaching, new thought,
when our faith is strained by creeds,
by doctrines, by mysteries beyond our
understanding, give us the faithfulness
of learners and the courage of believers
in thee; give us boldness to examine
and faith to trust all truth; patience and
insight to master difficulties; stability to
hold fast our tradition with enlightened
interpretation to admit all fresh truth
made known to us, and in times of trouble to grasp new knowledge readily and
to combine it loyally and honestly with
the old. Alike from stubborn rejection of
new revelations, and from hasty assurance that we are wiser than our fathers,
save us and help us, we humbly beseech
thee, O Lord.”
- Bishop George Ridding, 1828-1904

Merry Christmas and God bless,
Fr. Alan

December 24

Lessons and Carols
Christmas Pageant
Available starting at 9:00 am
on YouTube

Morning Prayer will be available
on YouTube as scheduled on
December 6 - 13 - 20 - 27
A Family Service will be available
on YouTube starting at 9:15 am on
December 20 - 27 - January 3

Stewardship 2021 Annual Giving
Stewardship
Dear Friends,
It’s hard to believe that in a few months it will have been
a year since the world changed due to the COVID pandemic. Despite the hardships, in many different forms,
brought to us; time marches on and most facets of our
lives have adapted accordingly.
So it is the same with St. Andrew’s. The church staff has
done a great job of adjusting the delivery of our worship services and communications. And many of the
church ministries have also made changes to work with
the current challenges. All that is to say that the work of
St. Andrew’s continues to serve God within our church
family as well as outside in our community. Certainly,
needs have never been greater!

or small, helps in the stewardship of God’s church, and
for that we are very grateful for your support.
For those who have not yet turned in a 2021 pledge card,
we ask that you either email a photo of your card to
pledge@standrewsaa.org or mail it to the church office.
Please do not bring it to the church as the office is currently closed to the public. If you did not receive a pledge card,
or have misplaced it, another option can be to directly
email Kathy McPherson in the church office and she can
work with you to arrange your 2021 pledge.

For many, financial situations have significantly changed
because of the COVID pandemic. Prioritizing your family’s financial stability and health is most important. But
for those who are able, we ask that you consider giving as
generously as you can to help our church, this community, and the wider world. Any amount of giving, large

Thank you for your continued and generous support of
St. Andrew’s.
DAVE MCCREADIE & CHUCK CARLSON
Stewardship Committee Co-Chairs

Finance

Adopt-a-Family Reminder

Operating Revenue and Expense
January 1 to October 31, 2020
Actual
Year-to-Date

Income

Plate Offerings
Pledge Payments
Other Income

Gift cards or checks for the purchase of gift cards need to be
delivered to the church’s mailbox by Saturday, December 5
so that we can get them to the
Ann Arbor Community Center
in time for their distribution. For
more information on this local
outreach effort, please see the
event flyer.

Designated Funds Transfer *
Deficit Reduction Withdrawal *

Prior Year Surplus

Total Income
Expenses

Salaries and Benefits
Maintenance & Overhead
Office Expense
Stewardship & Miscellaneous

Church Programs
Diocesan Pledge

Total Expenses
Net
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20,717
677,888
124,110
59,000
0
0
881,715
586,011
107,283
33,223
2,351
13,177
81,425
823,470
58,245

The $88k PPP advance is provided
to support salary expenses during
this difficult period. It is certainly
welcome relief, as we are currently
tracking to
Over/Under +/(-) an annual
Budget
YTD Actual vs. $80k
shortfall
Year-to-Date
YTS Budget
in plate
50,000
-29,283 offerings
695,831
-17,943 and current
18,670
105,440 year pledge
payments.

59,000
0
0
823,501

0
0
0
58,214

586,490

-479
-2,320
3,223
-2,003
-11,393
-5
-12,977
71,191

109,603

30,000
4,354
24,570
81,430
836,447
-12,946

Parish Briefs

Annual Parish Meeting

Sunday, January 31, 2021 at 11:00 am on Zoom

Breakfast Updates
The Breakfast Program will continue to serve daily carry-out
meals this winter. We are happy to share that we were able to
add an infrared heater outside the main doors to the parish
hall to keep both volunteers and guests warm as the weather
turns cold.
The most exciting change to breakfast for the winter is a
new partnership with Panera Bread. Panera is providing us
with warm breakfast sandwiches to serve to the guests each
morning. They are providing these sandwiches at a significant
discount so that it would work within the breakfast budget.
We will serve the sandwiches in place of cereal throughout
the winter.
We look forward to the day we can safely move back indoors,
but these exciting changes will make the winter far more bearable for our guests and volunteers alike.
MORGAN BATTLE, Director

Our Historic Church

We now have a Michigan Historical Marker!
Did you know? St. Andrew’s is the oldest church building in
continuous use in Ann Arbor. In 2020, this fact was acknowledged; the church was granted a Michigan Historical Marker,
which has been installed on the front lawn.
The planned official dedication has had to be postponed, but
the Marker is there now. Please come by and see it, and learn
more about St. Andrew’s! Thanks go to the History and Memorials Committee for their input in bringing the application
to a successful outcome. For information about markers in
Michigan: michmarkers.com
ANN GARVIN

The Annual Parish meeting will be held virtually
on January 31, 2021. Details with the Zoom link will
appear in the January service bulletins.
A major piece of business, the election of new vestry
members and Deanery representatives has already
been resolved thanks to the excellent response to the
proposal for a temporary change in the election bylaws.
About twice as many votes were cast by mail than we
normally have individuals in attendance at the Annual
Meeting. The first option (below) receiving 110 votes
carried the tally.
1. A temporary amendment to the bylaws rewriting
Article 4.04(a)(1) to read in full:
“No later than the December 2020 Vestry meeting,
the Nominating Committee shall present a slate of
candidates for election to the Vestry and Deanery
Representative at the January 2021 Annual Parish
Meeting that shall not exceed the number of
vacancies that will occur at the time of that Annual
Parish Meeting.”
Option 2 received 91 votes and 21 ballots were voided
due to both options being checked.
At its November meeting the Nominating Committee
presented the following slate to the vestry:
For Vestry:
Jeanine Diller
Lorraine Field
Chris Watson
Bob Westveer

For Deanery
Representative:
Pelham Barron
For Deanery
Alternate:
Stephanie Freeth

We thank the members of the nominating committee:
Trent Collier, Ransom Duncan, Judy Dyer, Mary
Edwards, and Jude Wilson, and all those who responded to the invitation to stand for office.

Annual Parish Reports

Due by Friday, January 15, 2021
If you are a group or committee chair and you would
like to have a report included in the Annual Report,
please email it to communications@standrewsaa.org
by Friday, January 15, 2021.
The Annual Report will be posted on the parish website
on Wednesday, January 27, 2021.
NORTH SIDE

SOUTH SIDE
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Parish Life
A Report from the

186th Diocesan Convention
Well, it can be done! A Diocesan Convention can be held on
Zoom and still be quite meaningful and amazing considering
the fact that close to 300 people were participating!
The business meeting was called to order Saturday, October
24, 2020, by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Bonnie A. Perry, followed by the
opening prayer led by the Youth and Young Adults (YAYA).
There was an overview of the budget process for 2021/2022,
the introduction of new clergy and the Bishop’s staff, followed
by the blessing and installation of Deans.
Several videos were shown regarding outreach in our diocese. Did you know that the 11 counties in our diocese raised
$220,400 to give to food banks in our diocese? Well done!
We also heard from the Chaplain of Canterbury House and
the Missioner from Michigan State University. Others also
included the Rev. Vicki Hess, director of Whitaker Institute
and the Rev. Teresa Wakeen, Priest Missioner from the Episcopal Church at Crossroads in Detroit.
Congratulations go to our own Carol Bennett for her election
to the Disciplinary Board. After the meeting concluded, Rev.
Bonnie led us in the closing worship service which was filmed
at the Cathedral in Detroit. Thanks go to my fellow delegates
from St. Andrew’s – Carol Bennett and Nathan Sten.
SARAH INWOOD
Huron Valley Deanery/
Diocesan Convention Delegate

Join Coventry Suppers on Zoom
Coming January 2021!

Coventry Suppers are a great way to get to know other parishioners, and to strengthen relationships with parishioners
already known. Currently, because of social distancing, each
group will start off on Zoom. Groups are now being formed
with anticipated first gatherings in January, 2021.

continue to be decided upon by group members each time
they meet. Typically St. Andrew’s Coventry Supper groups
run through late spring or early summer.
Meetings could go many directions. They could be shared
conversation over a glass of wine and appetizers. They could
be coffee and dessert. As time goes on, each group might be
able to meet in person in homes or back yards. Isn’t that a
wonderful thought!
We hope that many of you will join us with Coventry Zoom.
If you’d like to participate, please contact Susan Wakefield at
susan.e.wakefield@gmail.com by Monday, November 30.
SUSAN WAKEFIELD

Intercessory Prayers
A number of you have asked about what has happened to our
prayer list. In addition to the Prayers during the Eucharist
every Sunday, many years ago a mail home prayer list – called
the Intercessory Prayer List was begun. It started when a very
active family, named the Allisons, were returning from Christmas vacation in Florida when they were in a car accident which
killed the parents and two of the children in Kentucky. The
surviving two children were in the hospital in Kentucky and
St. Andrew’s began a prayer chain which has since morphed
into the Intercessory Prayer list.
Currently twelve parishioners receive this list weekly (either
by mail or electronically) to pray for those listed throughout
the week. The list mirrors the Prayers of the People when we
have in-person church services.
If you would like to join this ministry group of people
who pray for fellow parishioners, their family and friends
please send Kathy McPherson an email at kmcpherson@
standrewsaa.org or leave her a voicemail 734-663-0518 x200.
Want to add yourself or others to the Intercessory Prayer
List? Contact Kathy as described above with:

Coventry Suppers have a long history in the Episcopal Church.
During World War II, bombings nearly destroyed England’s
Coventry Cathedral. As a way of keeping their community
together, parishioners held evening suppers in their homes.
Since that time, churches across the world have been using
the same model as a means of bringing small groups together
over a shared meal.
Those who are interested will be assigned groups (usually 8
people per group). Once groups are established, members will
collectively decide on meeting dates and times (once every
4-6 weeks works nicely). One person will schedule the first
Zoom meeting. The date and time of subsequent meetings will
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• the name to be added
• a reason (details aren’t necessary but a general description is helpful - recent illness, upcoming surgery, job loss
- so we know which section of the prayers)
• and the duration you would like them prayed for
(i.e. surgery in 3 weeks, funeral next Friday)

Theology in Current Events
Reconciliation and Reconstruction
Whenever I consider how the spirit is at work among us all,
I’m never sure about what I’m going to write. I try hard not
to have an agenda. After all, this isn’t an opinion column, or a
blog, or my own personal Twitter feed. As I noted in the last
issue of The Network, the idea here is to offer some theological
framework for bigger issues in society, and right now, there
are two things on my mind. Forgiveness and reconciliation.
I don’t think it’s hard to see why. As I write this, it’s less than
24 hours since the presidential election has been settled, but
it will be much longer until other changes happen. There will
likely be challenges in court, recounts, appeals, and of course
the results have yet to officially be certified. I don’t bring these
things up to concern you. I only want to point out that; to
paraphrase a well-known aphorism: The wheels of government
turn slowly. But they do turn. Change is upon us.
The simple truth however is that change would have been upon
us no matter which way the election had gone. And, no matter
how you or I might personally feel about the result, there are
people in each of our lives who are feeling precisely the opposite of what we are. If one is elated, another is grief stricken.
Where you feel emboldened, a dear friend may feel confused. I
might see an answer to a prayer. You may have more questions
than answers. Whichever side of this continuum you might
be on at the moment, we are now at the point where we must
move on, together as a community. Here, I don’t necessarily
mean as a church community, or an Episcopal community,
or an ecumenical community. No, I mean as people. Friends,
neighbors, co-workers, and yes...family; either by blood or
chosen. Even after what have surely been tumultuous days, we
have to find a way to go on. One question is how, but I think
a better question is: Why? My friends, welcome to theology.
That is, the why behind what we do.
So, what does scripture tell us about forgiveness? Goodness,
where do I start? You could rightly argue that forgiveness, as
an expression of love, is the basis of Jesus’ gospel. But the more
I considered how we collectively pick up the pieces, the more
I’m being drawn back to one important story. Rather than
pull out a single verse, or a few lines from a psalm, I want to
head back to a story that you might think you already know:
The Prodigal Son.
You know the broad strokes. A father has two sons. The younger of them was eager to leave home, spent his inheritance
quickly, and ended up cold and hungry, before coming home
and begging forgiveness. Meanwhile, the older son stayed
home, did his duty to his family, worked hard, and fulfilled
all of his obligations. This older son is understandably angry
when his father asks for a feast to be held in honor of the
younger son’s return.

It’s easy enough to understand the older son’s point of view.
He feels cheated because HE did what he was supposed to,
he followed the rules, and no one held a feast in his honor.
Faced with a similar situation, any one of us might feel the
same way. There certainly were times in my life when I felt
as though my sister was given things I couldn’t have. I was
angry, hurt, and didn’t understand why things hadn’t gone
the way I thought they should. In hindsight, however, I can
now recognize that the opposite was also true. Emotions are
not tidy. They don’t obey the laws of physics, and they can’t
be swept aside by merely a kind word. There are things about
which my sister and I would never agree, but there was no
doubt that we loved each other, and we still had to live under
the same roof. And that’s the beginning of understanding in
this story as well. It’s easy to live in that envious space, where
we see ourselves as a victim, or the wronged party. However,
it can be just as tempting to pridefully revel in a perceived
triumph, without recognizing that, especially to our limited
human perceptions, in order for there to be a victor, there must
also be a vanquished. Indeed, it’s just as easy to equate victory
with a moral, or even worse, innate superiority. Instead, the
point of the story, and the point that Jesus makes in telling it,
is that real reconciliation comes not in convincing someone
we are right, or in beating the other side (rhetorically or literally) into submission, but rather in accepting that there is
real pain, and it effects everyone involved. To ignore that is
to ignore our neighbors.
In my last commentary, I mentioned my fondness for Matthew’s gospel, but in fairness, there are things in all four of
the canonical gospels that I appreciate. The universality of this
story is part of the reason why it’s in Luke’s gospel. Luke was
writing in Greek for an audience of outsiders. Jesus doesn’t
tell us where the story takes place. We don’t know how the
family attained it’s wealth, or any other details that might get
in the way of our being able to see ourselves in either of the
sons in the story.
It is perhaps easier to identify with the “good” son. The son
who stayed. But, if I can borrow a bit from St. Ignatius, think
of the story again, and this time put yourself in the place of
the titular Prodigal Son. The world is yours. You have youth,
money, vitality, and... but that is not how events unfold, and we
can’t ascribe our own outside judgment onto that character. It
takes genuine trust and belief on the part of the Prodigal Son
to realize that he needs help. There’s a profound act of faith
and self-realization there, that he understands he is in need
of the mercy of another. Just as important is the need for the
other son, who also followed his heart, to see himself in his
brother’s place, because he too could just as easily fallen to
circumstances he was not fully in control of. Compassion does
not find fault, or deliver punishment. Compassion is the ability
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to see ourselves in the Other, and truly live out the oldest law:
To love our neighbor, even and especially if we disagree, as
ourselves. It’s not a choice. Not something we can take or leave.
It is a commandment. (Deuteronomy 6:1–19; Mark 12:28–34)
Now, lets re-set the scene again, and this time, put yourself in
the place of the father. Your youngest son has gone, and you
don’t know where he is or what has happened to him, and your
dearest wish is for your family to be whole If you’re a parent,
then you know the particular kind of pain you feel when a
child, or family member is about to do something they might
regret... and you let them do it anyway. I don’t have children of
my own, but as a teacher, I feel this to a lesser extent when I see
students who need extra help to get out of situations they could
have avoided. The father here however sees the bigger picture.
The nature of the disagreement is not the point. Helping his
sons learn to live together again IS. He is over-joyed to see his
son returned, just as I am (sometimes reluctantly, I’ll admit)
happy to help my students learn from missteps.
In the end, of course, it’s the words of the father in the story
that echo the reason that Jesus tells it to the disciples in the first
place. The feast is not a reward for the brothers bad behavior,
or to slight the older son who has stayed, but rather to rejoice
that the family is whole again.
But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has
been found.
Luke 15:32
There have been other times in our nation’s history when
we had to decide how to move forward. After the Revolution, in the era of Reconstruction, and after the Civil Rights
Movement, we could look back and say that we are not now
that which we were. To be sure, each of those steps has its
own set of triumphs and tragedies, and at each one of those
steps, reconciliation... a true and mutual acknowledgment
of who we are, and who we wish to be; not recrimination, or
repudiation had to happen. As necessary as it was in 1783, or
1865, or 1965, it’s needed now if anyone is to move forward.
That means doing hard work. Listening to those with whom
we profoundly disagree. Understanding their hopes, dreams,
struggles and desires. Once we see those things in them, we
also see those things in us, and we become that much closer
to being equal to each other.

Director’s Chair
I hope you were all able to view the Morning Prayer eService
on St. Andrew’s Sunday, November 22. For the sermon portion
of the service, our valiant troupe of actors, working in the
strange theater environment of Zoom, staged the play, Our
Scottish ConneXion, a part of the life of the parish since 1995.
Zoom produces many new challenges in theater, not the least
of which is that most people, of all ages, already have way too
many Zoom meetings in their lives. Costuming, props, sets,
sound, and lighting were up to the individual actors (and their
IT departments). The actors carried on, adapting beautifully
to the new environment.
If you have not yet viewed the service, I hope you take the
opportunity to do so, at the St. Andrew’s YouTube channel.
Thanks to all the actors and families who took part in the
project. I was very impressed by the dedication shown.
Coming up for Christmas Eve will be a virtual performance
of Outside the Inn, a perennial Christmas Pageant favorite at
St. Andrew’s. It won’t be quite the same experience, with the
excited crowd dressed for the occasion at 4:00 pm, but it will
be a reminder of those good experiences.
Jesus came to earth in some pretty disturbing and scary times;
we sometimes forget that in the peaceful glow of Christmas
Eve. We are all struggling to get back to whatever “normal”
is in our lives. In our theater we reflect that same struggle:
to reshape the activities and ministries that we love at St.
Andrew’s into this new, COVID-19 environment. We are
hopeful for the future, but determined to move forward in
the world we have. The actors are working hard to make the
Pageant a reality.
Please join us for the Christmas Eve services. The electronic
environment will make it easier to take part in both services:
the Pageant and a service of Lessons and Carols. One of the
small silver linings of these times is that these recorded events
can be shared with a wide group of friends and relations, who
might not have been able to participate in the past. So be sure
to tell Grandma in Grand Forks that she can participate this
year and we’ll “see you” on Christmas Eve.

As for what we might become in the future, I don’t know.
But as followers of Christ, let us re-dedicate ourselves, as our
baptismal covenant reminds us, to seek and serve Christ in all
persons; not just in the ones with whom it is easiest.
ERIC BRAUN
Seminarian Intern

NORM RICHERT,
Co-Director of Theatre Ministries

Thursday, December 24

Tune in on YouTube!
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Church School Happenings
Dear families,

Thank You, Teachers!

The unseasonable warm weather and beautiful autumn days
seemed an appropriate moment to reflect on what makes
people happy. A perfect opportunity to gather outside in
nature’s reality and away from virtual non-reality. Not only
was happiness with us – it was grand FUN!

Our heartfelt thanks and gratitude for the volunteer teachers
that have helped shape the Church School virtual format. This
new territory has challenged us all, but at the heart of it caring,
loving, and dedicated people find ways to bring the good news
to our children and youth.

• We gathered for the Blessing of the Animals and our
beloved furry family members provided more than enough
joyful noise, wagging tails and smiling faces for all.

Preschool: Jessica Beemsterboer
Grades K - 2: Liz Halgren
Grades 3 - 5: Melissa Atienza, Linda Hastings,
		
Sandra Murchison, Michelle Evans (assist)
Middle School: Sarah Inwood, Lucy Richert, Mil Taylor (assist)
High School: Steve Hastings
Capstone: Monica Dering, Jeanine Diller

• Children in grades 3 - 5 held an outside classroom, played
on the swings - and in the soil too while planting daffodil
bulbs. Fr. Alan’s blessing for a good winter sleep gives us
hope for a beautiful spring awakening.
• Pumpkin painting on the front lawn with the youth
groups and families of our volunteer teachers was a super
fun messy church event with about 30 proud pumpkin
painters. We started a service project to make Happy
Thanksgiving Day personal care bags for our breakfast
guests. Families were overwhelmingly generous with
donations of toothpaste, toothbrushes, hand sanitizer,
hand warmers, shampoo and candy treats.

On the Way to Bethlehem
Who will Show us the Way?

The Christmas Story is presented this year with a virtual Worship & Wonder Chapel Service on December 20, 27 and January 3. Fr. Alan and Rev. Sally tell the story over three weeks
beginning with the prophet Isaiah’s message of the coming
of the Messiah, through Christ’s birth and the Epiphany. The
toddler size Nativity sets the stage for the Christmas story to
unfold as animals, shepherds, Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, Magi
and angels all show us the way to Bethlehem. Our closing hymn
of traditional carols holds sacred the spirit of Christmas as a
faithful reminder that hope, peace, joy and love continue in
the minds and hearts of humanity.

• Gathering once again on the front lawn with our Capstone class, we shared in a prayer litany especially for
our high school seniors, followed by cider, donuts and
the assembly of more than 100 care bags. Fr. Alan gave
the group an inside tour of the construction work in
process for the new organ. Amid the dust there is a treasure emerging!

We warmly invite you to join us for these virtual services
which will be available on YouTube starting at 9:15 am and
can be watched at any time for your convenience. We hope
you will also take time to participate in our virtual Church
School offerings live on Sunday mornings. It helps to uphold
our connections, provides a sense of customary gatherings
and preserves tradition. The Family Service replaces Church
School virtual classes on the above dates only. Virtual lessons
resume on Sunday, January 10 for Church School classes and
Wednesday, January 6 for Youth Groups.

As we close on the Autumn season, we may have missed some
of our long-established traditions with the start of a new church
school year, but we are still so grateful for the community
of faith in our children, youth and families. Their presence,
resilience and commitment to wholeheartedly embrace this
adaptation of Church School inspires us in all that we do. As
we move into the winter months and await the celebration
of the coming of the Messiah, we are reminded of the many
ways God’s creation gives us plenty of meaningful things to
do, plenty to love and so much to hope for. God bless you
during this sacred season.

A special thank you to the production team of Chris Bickley,
Mark Hassett, and Norm Richert for their care and support in
taking on the Christmas Story project for the Church School.

In faith, hope and love, CAROL ANDREWS FERGUSON

December / January Calendar for Children & Youth
DECEMBER 13

Last day for Virtual Church
School

DECEMBER 16

Last day for Virtual Youth Groups

DECEMBER 20 + 27
JANUARY 3

Watch the Family Service
on YouTube

JANUARY 6

Virtual Youth Groups resume

JANUARY 10

Virtual Church School
resumes
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Three grand essentials
to happiness in this life
are something to do,
something to love and
something to hope for.
 Joseph Addison (1672-1719)

December Happenings

Winter Lessons

Christmas Pageant and Good Will
After a successful first ever virtual theater presentation of
Our Scottish ConneXion our fearless theater director, Norm
Richert along with a company of ever faithful actors will carry
on with the annual Christmas Pageant. A combined service
of worship, pageant, lessons and carols promises Christmas
comes once again!

Advent Caring & Sharing
Please help to continue the long-standing support of our
Church school sponsored child, foster brother Kalid Nazif
Abajehad of Ethiopia. Encourage children to save their coins
for our friend Kalid. Send donations to the church office earmarked Kalid. Your donations help us to reach our annual
financial commitment of $400.
We did not have a chance to celebrate with a Church School
baby shower as planned for last year’s Lent outreach project,
but we were able to deliver the many baby items collected to
the Hope Clinic in Ypsilanti. Boxes of diapers, wipes, formula,
laundry detergent and other items collected last spring were
donated to the pantry that provides families with much needed
grocery and household items.
A special thank you to Mary Taylor, Mil’s mother, for making
over 4 dozen knit hats during the past year. Her labor of love
to give to the breakfast guests and the children of Orchards
Children’s Services is greatly appreciated.
Thank you to the many families and friends of the Church
School for your support.

During Advent, the early childhood classes hear stories from
the prophets as we await the coming of the Messiah and rejoice
in the mystery of Christmas. In the season of Epiphany, children hear the Baptism of our Lord, the stories of Jesus’ healing
miracles and many wonderful parables to guide us through
the early winter months. The intermediate class continues with
a final lesson on the Beatitudes, Christmas lesson and Jesus
invitation to be his followers as we travel with him in his early
ministry learning of the disciples calling, his healing powers,
preaching throughout Galilee and Jesus’ transfiguration.
The middle school and high school youth groups explore
themes that takes faith from the abstract to our everyday lives.
The “middies” learned Bible stories of great friendships, unlikely friendships and even about bullies in the Bible. How does
God ask us to respond when these same situations arise today?
The high school class reflected on God’s presence in our lives
through contemporary music and discussed the preconceived
notion of what it means to be blessed in Jesus’ profound message of the Beatitudes. The class studies the Lord’s Prayer in
depth, moving from a memorized and recited prayer into both
a more personal and common understanding of the words.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Graduating Seniors 2021

Thank you to those that have already offered to make shawls
for the 2021 graduating seniors. We could use more shawls
though to ensure our traditional gift bag is complete for the
May recognition. Yarn kits are ready to be dropped off at your
home or prearrange for pick up at the Church. We are so
grateful for the caring parishioners who create the shawls and
their labor of love to this ministry. We welcome your support
if you can contribute your time and talent to this tradition.
Please contact Carol at caferguson@standrewaa.org.

Event Calendar
Winter 2020
Sundays

Virtual Church School*
8:45 / 9:10 / 9:30 am on Zoom
Morning Prayer
10:00 am on YouTube
Coffee Hour
10:45 am on Zoom

December - January
Saturday, December 5

Thursdays

Bible Study
10:00 am on Zoom / by Phone
Virtual Youth Groups*
7pm MS / 8pm HS on Zoom
Adult Choir
7:15 pm on Zoom

Last Day to Drop Off
Adopt-a-Family Gift Cards

Thursday, December 24

Christmas Lessons and Carols
The Christmas Pageant
available on YouTube

Sunday, January 31

Annual Parish Meeting on Zoom

* Doesn’t meet December 20 - January 3

The Diocese of Michigan is in Phase 1.5 of reentry. In-person events at St. Andrew’s are currently on hiatus.
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instagram
Did you know
St. Andrew’s is
on Instagram?
Follow us at @standrewsaa
for parish news, updates,
and other great content!

December 24

Lessons and Carols
Christmas Pageant
Available starting at 9:00 am
on YouTube

Morning Prayer will be available
on YouTube as scheduled on
December 6 - 13 - 20 - 27
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A Family Service will be available
on YouTube starting at 9:15 am on
December 20 - 27 - January 3

