
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Ann Arbor  ·  Evensong for April 21: Anselm 1

Opening Sentence 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in dark-
ness, but will have the light of life.” 

Invitatory: Preces & Responses
O God, make speed to save us. O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.

Hear Preces & Responses as performed by the 
Choir Of King’s College, Cambridge:  
https://youtu.be/KxoueBUE6Hw

Phos Hilaron: O Gladsome Light Russian Orthodox Chant
Hear Phos Hilaron as performed by the   
Valaam Monastery Choir:   
https://youtu.be/NZ33261XWDk

Psalm 139
1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; *
  you know my sitting down and my rising up;
  you discern my thoughts from afar.

2 You trace my journeys and my resting places *
  and are acquainted with all my ways.

Evensong for April 21, 2021   Anselm

Saint andrew’S epiScopal church
306 N. Division Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan  48104  •  (734) 663-0518  •  www.standrewsaa.org

Evensong is a service in the Daily Office of 
the Church, finding its origins in ancient 
monastic communities. Evensong is regu-
larly offered at St. Andrew’s on Wednesday 
evenings at 6:00 pm and available electron-
ically on the first and third Wednesday of 
the month. 

This participatory service consists of 
prayers, hymns, scripture readings and  

canticles. At the time of the General Inter-
cession you are invited to add your own 
personal intercessions. You will find links 
within the service to musical settings. 

We hope that you find this to be a way to re-
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-- Fr. Alan
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3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, *
  but you, O Lord, know it altogether.

4 You press upon me behind and before *
  and lay your hand upon me.

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; *
  it is so high that I cannot attain to it.

6 Where can I go then from your Spirit? *
  where can I flee from your presence?

7 If I climb up to heaven, you are there; *
  if I make the grave my bed, you are there also.

8 If I take the wings of the morning *
  and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,

9 Even there your hand will lead me *
  and your right hand hold me fast.

The Psalm ends with Gloria Patri:
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Romans 5: 1-11
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in 
which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not 
only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and 
hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a 
good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us 
in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. Much more surely then, 
now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from 
the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we 
be saved by his life. But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

Magnificat in C Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924)

My soul doth magnify the Lord. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.
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And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the  
imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy, hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

Hear the Magnificat as performed by  
the Choir of St. John’s, Cambridge:  
https://youtu.be/LUWKSTysnpg

Second Lesson: Matthew 11:25-30
At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed 
them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been 
handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and 
no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to 
reveal him. “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, 
and my burden is light.”

Nunc Dimittis in C Charles Villiers Stanford
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

Hear the Nunc Dimittis as performed by the  
Choir of Somerville College, Oxford:   
https://youtu.be/e17kukPiXz8

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

CLICK TO LISTEN
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He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,   
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers 
 Bidding

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:

 Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

 Suffrages

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and good will,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear,  
and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be bound together by the Holy Spirit in the communion  
of all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

The Collects 
 A Collect for Anselm

Almighty God, you raised up your servant Anselm to teach the Church of his 
day to understand its faith in your eternal Being, perfect justice, and saving 
mercy: Provide your Church in every age with devout and learned scholars 
and teachers, that we may be able to give a reason for the hope that is in us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for and for ever. Amen. 
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 A Collect for the Presence of Christ

Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our 
companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may 
know you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant 
this for the sake of your love. Amen.

 Second Collect for Mission

O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth 
also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, 
and men and women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Concluding Collect 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of 
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help, for 
you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn: That Easter Day with Joy was Bright Hymnal, no. 193
Hear the hymn as performed by the congrega-
tion of St. Bartholomew’s Church, New York City: 
https://youtu.be/0kN3EevGJps

Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen.

Responsory
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   [Romans 15:13]

CLICK TO LISTEN
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Anselm TheologiAn And Archbishop of cAnTerbury, 1109

Anselm is the most important Christian theologian in the West between 
Augustine and Thomas Aquinas.  He was born in Italy about 1033; in 1060 
he entered the monastery of Bec in Normandy to study under Stephen 
Lanfranc, whom he succeeded, first as prior of Bec, and later as Arch-
bishop of Canterbury. Anselm served in Canterbury during the reigns 
of several kings, with whom he argued about the rights of the Church. 
Although a Norman, he refused to disparage the Anglo-Saxon saints who 
had lived in England before him. He managed to live his last few years in 
peace before his death on 21 April 1109.

In 1087, while still at Bec, he produced his Proslogium, an outline of his 
“ontological argument” for the existence of God. Taking as his text the 
opening of Psalm 14 (“The fool hath said in his heart: There is no God.”), 
Anselm undertakes to show that the fool is contradicting himself -- that 
the concept of God is unique in that anyone who understands what is 
meant by the question, “Does God exist?” will see that the answer must be 
“Yes.”  Since God is “that than which nothing higher can be thought,” and 
since the greatest thing that can be thought must have existence (or else 
we could think of some other thing that was greater that did in fact exist), 
then God must exist.  This argument, called the “ontological proof” for 
the existence of God, has had both refuters and defenders since it first 
appeared.

His other great work, Cur Deus Homo? (“Why did God become human?”) 
is more devotional: it shows that God became human out his love for us, 
in order to provide the salvation we could not provide for ourselves.  The 
best exposition of this thought is in “The Perfect Penitent” section of C. S. 
Lewis’s Mere Christianity.

Anselm is best remembered in the phrase he used to sum up his efforts:  
“faith seeking understanding.”

--DWW, adapted from http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/141.html 
   and Lesser Feasts and Fasts.

Evensong Schedule 
Evensong is available on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

The next service of Evensong is scheduled for WEDNESDAY, MAY 5.

http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/141.html

