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Bernard of Clairvaux

Evensong is a service in the Daily Office of the Church, finding its origins in ancient monastic communities. Evensong is regularly offered at St. Andrew’s on Wednesday evenings
at 6:00 pm and available electronically on the first and third Wednesday of the month.
This participatory service consists of prayers, hymns, scripture readings and canticles. At
the time of the General Intercession you are invited to add your own personal intercessions.
You will find links within the service to musical settings.
We hope that you find this to be a way to remain spiritually connected the St. Andrew’s
community and the larger Church as we continue to remain physically apart. -- Fr. Alan

Opening Sentence
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life.”

Invitatory: Preces & Responses 

William Smith (1603-1645)

O God, make speed to save us. O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Hear Preces & Responses as performed by
the Seraphic Fire Choir:
https://youtu.be/l2r2bnIKh84

CLICK TO LISTEN

Phos Hilaron: O Gladsome Light 
Hear Hail Gladdening Light as performed by the
Valaam Monastery Choir:
https://youtu.be/39Fcxx03rd4

CLICK TO LISTEN

Psalm 19:7-14 Cæli enarrant
7 The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; *

the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the innocent.
8 The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; *
the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light to the eyes.
9 The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; *
the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
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10 More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, *

sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.
11 By them also is your servant enlightened, *
and in keeping them there is great reward.
12 Who can tell how often he offends? *
cleanse me from my secret faults.
13 Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins;
let them not get dominion over me; *
then shall I be whole and sound,
and innocent of a great offense.
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
		
heart be acceptable in your sight, *
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.

The Psalm ends with Gloria Patri:
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Ecclesiasticus 39:1-10

He seeks out the wisdom of all the ancients,
and is concerned with prophecies;
he preserves the sayings of the famous
and penetrates the subtleties of parables;
he seeks out the hidden meanings of proverbs
and is at home with the obscurities of parables.
He serves among the great
and appears before rulers;
he travels in foreign lands
and learns what is good and evil in the human lot.
He sets his heart on rising early
to seek the Lord who made him,
and to petition the Most High;
he opens his mouth in prayer
and asks pardon for his sins.
If the great Lord is willing,
he will be filled with the spirit of understanding;
he will pour forth words of wisdom of his own
and give thanks to the Lord in prayer.
The Lord will direct his counsel and knowledge,
as he meditates on his mysteries.
He will show the wisdom of what he has learned,
and will glory in the law of the Lord’s covenant.
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Ann Arbor · Evensong for August 16: Bernard of Clairvaux

2

Many will praise his understanding;
it will never be blotted out.
His memory will not disappear,
and his name will live through all generations.
Nations will speak of his wisdom,
and the congregation will proclaim his praise.

Magnificat

Neil Cox (b. 1955)

My soul doth magnify the Lord. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy, hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to our
forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.
Hear the Magnificat as performed by the
Gloucester Cathedral Choir:
https://youtu.be/ZwjruQyrr38

CLICK TO LISTEN

Second Lesson: John 15:7-11
If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and
become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my
love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept
my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you
so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

Nunc Dimittis in D

Herbert Brewer (1865-1928)

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.
Hear the Nunc Dimittis as performed by the
Gloucester Cathedral Choir:
https://youtu.be/xzIYIqyL_9Y

CLICK TO LISTEN
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Bidding
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of
trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and for ever. Amen.
Suffrages
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and good will,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear,
and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be bound together by the Holy Spirit in the communion
of all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
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The Collects
Collect for Bernard of Clairvaux
O God, by whose grace your servant Bernard of Clairvaux, kindled with the
flame of your love, became a burning and a shining light in your Church: Grant
that we also may be aflame with the spirit of love and discipline, and walk before
you as children of light; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
A Collect for the Presence of Christ
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our
companion in the way, kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know
you as you are revealed in Scripture and the breaking of bread. Grant this for
the sake of your love. Amen.
Third Collect for Mission
O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth
upon us the Spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your
abounding grace may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

General Intercession
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and
give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest
to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the
joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.
Please add your own personal Intercessions.

Concluding Collect
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help, for
you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn: O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts
Hear the hymn: https://youtu.be/Qt8Ekh-Dcsw

CLICK TO LISTEN

Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.
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Responsory

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Dismissal

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
[Romans 15:13]

Bernard of Clairvaux, Abbot, 1153
Bernard, fiery defender of the Church in the twelfth century,
was famed for the ardor with which he preached love for God
“without measure.” He was completely absorbed, even to the
neglect of his own health, in support of the purity, doctrine, and
prerogatives of the Church. He fulfilled his own definition of a
holy man: “seen to be good and charitable, holding back nothing
for himself, but using his every gift for the common good.”
Bernard was born in 1090 near Dijon; the son of a knight, he was given a good
education before entering the Benedictine monastery at Citeaux in 1113; two years
later he was delegated to open a new monastery in Clairvaux with 4 brothers and
26 friends whom he persuaded to join him. Bernard was an enthusiastic reformer,
intent on returning to the highest, simplest ideals of the monastic life. In his early
leadership, however, he was too strict in his asceticism and learned from his brothers a more humane interpretation of the Benedictine Rule. The Cistercians and the
Trappists (another Cistercian order) have always been known, however, for their
simple, holy living and their dedication to prayer.
Bernard was known for his persuasive preaching and wise letters; his spiritual writings are still read and his hymns are sung and loved today (we sing one this evening).
Bernard lived during a period of massive expansion in the monastic movement:
during his lifetime 60 Cistercian abbeys associated with Clairvaux were founded.
Bernard engaged in all the controversies of his time, including famous criticisms of
Peter Abelard’s work, which Bernard saw as too rationalistic. When a student of
his became Pope, Eugenius III, Bernard preached the Second Crusade, mobilizing
thousands of men for that disastrous effort. When he learned of atrocities against the
Jews in preparation for that Crusade, however, he traveled to Germany to protect
them himself; for this he is known as a righteous Gentile. He died on 20 August
1153 and was canonized in 1174.
-- Donna Wessel Walker, adapted from Holy Women, Holy Men

Evensong Schedule
Evensong is available on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month.
The next service of Evensong is scheduled for WEDNESDAY,SEPTEMBER 2.

