
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Ann Arbor  ·  Evensong for December 16: The Third Week of Advent 1

Opening Sentence 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.” 

Invitatory: Preces & Responses  William Smith (1603-1645)

O God, make speed to save us. O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.

Hear Preces & Responses as performed by the 
Seraphic Choir:  
https://youtu.be/l2r2bnIKh84

Phos Hilaron: O Gladsome Light Valaam Monastery Choir
Hear Phos Hilaron as performed by the Valaam 
Monastery Choir: https://youtu.be/39Fcxx03rd4

Psalm 49 Audite hæc, omnes
1 Hear this, all you peoples;
 hearken, all you who dwell in the world, *
  you of high degree and low, rich and poor together.
2 My mouth shall speak of wisdom, *
  and my heart shall meditate on understanding.
3 I will incline my ear to a proverb *
  and set forth my riddle upon the harp.
4 Why should I be afraid in evil days, *
  when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,
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-- Fr. Alan
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5 The wickedness of those who put their trust in their goods, *
  and boast of their great riches?
6 We can never ransom ourselves, *
  or deliver to God the price of our life;
7 For the ransom of our life is so great, *
  that we should never have enough to pay it,
8 In order to live for ever and ever, *
  and never see the grave.
9 For we see that the wise die also;
 like the dull and stupid they perish *
  and leave their wealth to those who come after them.
10 Their graves shall be their homes for ever,
 their dwelling places from generation to generation, *
  though they call the lands after their own names.
11 Even though honored, they cannot live for ever; *
  they are like the beasts that perish.
12 Such is the way of those who foolishly trust in themselves, *
  and the end of those who delight in their own words.
13 Like a flock of sheep they are destined to die;
 Death is their shepherd; *
  they go down straightway to the grave.
14 Their form shall waste away, *
  and the land of the dead shall be their home.
15 But God will ransom my life; *
  he will snatch me from the grasp of death.
16 Do not be envious when some become rich, *
  or when the grandeur of their house increases;
17 For they will carry nothing away at their death, *
  nor will their grandeur follow them.
18 Though they thought highly of themselves while they lived, *
  and were praised for their success,
19 They shall join the company of their forebears, *
  who will never see the light again.
20 Those who are honored, but have no understanding, *
  are like the beasts that perish.

The Psalm ends with Gloria Patri:
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Isaiah 9:8-17
The Lord sent a word against Jacob, and it fell on Israel; and all the people knew 
it— Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria— but in pride and arrogance of heart 
they said: “The bricks have fallen, but we will build with dressed stones; the syca-
mores have been cut down, but we will put cedars in their place.” So the Lord raised 
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adversaries against them, and stirred up their enemies, the Arameans on the east 
and the Philistines on the west, and they devoured Israel with open mouth. For all 
this his anger has not turned away; his hand is stretched out still. The people did not 
turn to him who struck them, or seek the Lord of hosts. So the Lord cut off from 
Israel head and tail, palm branch and reed in one day— elders and dignitaries are 
the head, and prophets who teach lies are the tail; for those who led this people led 
them astray, and those who were led by them were left in confusion. That is why 
the Lord did not have pity on their young people, or compassion on their orphans 
and widows; for everyone was godless and an evildoer, and every mouth spoke folly. 
For all this his anger has not turned away, his hand is stretched out still.

Magnificat� Neil Cox (b. 1955)

My soul doth magnify the Lord. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the  
imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy, hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

Hear the Magnificat as performed by the Gloucester 
Cathedral Choir: https://youtu.be/ZwjruQyrr38

Second Lesson: Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,
who will prepare your way;
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance 
for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all 
the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the 
river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with 
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 
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down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he 
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Nunc�Dimittis�in�D� Herbert Brewer (1865-1928)

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

Hear the Nunc Dimittis as performed by the 
Gloucester Cathedral Choir:   
https://youtu.be/xzIYIqyL_9Y

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,   
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers 
 Bidding

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:

 Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

 Suffrages

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat you, O Lord.
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That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and good will,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear,  
and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be bound together by the Holy Spirit in the communion  
of all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

The Collects 
 A Collect for the Third Week of Advent

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, be-
cause we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy 
speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with 
you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 A Collect for Aid against Perils
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us from 
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our Savior 
Jesus Christ. Amen.

 A Collect for Ember Day
Almighty God, the giver of all good gifts, in your divine providence you have 
appointed various orders in your Church: Give your grace, we humbly pray, 
to all who are called to any office and ministry for your people; and so fill 
them with the truth of your doctrine and clothe them with holiness of life, 
that they may faithfully serve before you, to the glory of your great Name 
and for the benefit of your holy Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever.   Amen.

Concluding Collect 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of 
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help, for 
you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.



Evensong Schedule 
Evensong is available on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

The next service of Evensong is scheduled for WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6.

Hymn: Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
Hear the hymn as performed by Andrew  
Remillard: https://youtu.be/z_YA9GZB76I

Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen.

Responsory
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   [Romans 15:13]
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