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Evensong for March 25, 2020: The Annunciation
Evensong is a service in the Daily Office of the Church, finding its origins in ancient monastic communities. Evensong is regularly offered at St. Andrew’s on Wednesday evenings
at 6:00 pm.
This participatory service consists of prayers, hymns, scripture readings and canticles. At
the time of the General Intercession you are invited to add your own personal intercessions.
You will find links within the service to musical settings.
We hope that you find this to be a way to remain spiritually connected to the St. Andrew’s
community and the larger Church as we continue to remain physically apart. -- Fr. Alan

Opening Sentence
I will bless the Lord who gives me counsel; my heart teaches me, night after night. I
have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not fall.
[Psalm 16:7,8]

Invitatory: Preces

Bernard Rose (1916-1996)

O God, make speed to save us. O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Hear Preces and Responses as performed by the
combined choirs of seven Scottish Episcopal
Cathedrals (1986): https://youtu.be/baPOlwVEMc4

CLICK TO LISTEN

Phos Hilaron
Hail, gladdening Light, of His pure glory poured
Who is the immortal Father, heavenly, blest,
Holiest of Holies, Jesus Christ our Lord!
Now we are come to the sun’s hour of rest;
The lights of evening round us shine;
We hymn the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit divine!
Worthiest art Thou at all times to be sung
With undefiled tongue, Son of our God, Giver of life, alone:
Therefore in all the world Thy glories, Lord, they own.
Hear Phos Hilaron as performed by the Cambridge
Chorale (UK): https://youtu.be/Xlemfvr_GaY

CLICK TO LISTEN

Psalm 40: Expectans, expectavi

1 I waited patiently upon the LORD; *
		 he stooped to me and heard my cry.
2 He lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the mire and clay; *
		 he set my feet upon a high cliff and made my footing sure.
3 He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; *
		 many shall see, and stand in awe,
		 and put their trust in the Lord.
4 Happy are they who trust in the Lord! *
		 they do not resort to evil spirits or turn to false gods.
5 Great things are they that you have done, O Lord my God!
		 how great your wonders and your plans for us! *
		 there is none who can be compared with you.
6 Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! *
		 but they are more than I can count.
7 In sacrifice and offering you take no pleasure *
		 (you have given me ears to hear you);
8 Burnt offering and sin offering you have not required, *
		 and so I said, “Behold, I come.
9 In the roll of the book it is written concerning me: *
		 ‘I love to do your will, O my God;
		 your law is deep in my heart.’”
10 I proclaimed righteousness in the great congregation; *
		 behold, I did not restrain my lips;
		 and that, O Lord, you know.
11 Your righteousness have I not hidden in my heart;
		 I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance; *
		 I have not concealed your love and faithfulness from the great congregation.
The Psalm ends with Gloria Patri:
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Isaiah 7:10-14
Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the
Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for
you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself
will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son,
and shall name him Immanuel.
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Magnificat

George Dyson (1883-1964)

My soul doth magnify the Lord. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy, hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to our
forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.
Hear the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis as performed
by the Choir of King’s College, Cambridge & Stephen
Cleobury: https://youtu.be/TfTpdCnrikU

CLICK TO LISTEN

Second Lesson: Luke 1:26-38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings,
favoured one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was much perplexed by his words
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ‘Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of
his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since
I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and
the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her
old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said
to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here
am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the
angel departed from her.

Nunc Dimittis
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.
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Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

The Prayers
Bidding
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the
glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen.
Suffrages
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and good will,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear,
and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be bound together by the Holy Spirit in the communion
of all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
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The Collects
Collect for the Annunciation
Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known the
incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to the Virgin
Mary, may by his cross and passion be brought to the glory of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
Collect for Protection
O God, the life of all who live, the light of the faithful, the strength of those
who labor, and the repose of the dead: We thank you for the blessings of
the day that is past, and humbly ask for your protection through the coming
night. Bring us in safety to the morning hours; through him who died and
rose again for us, your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
First Collect for Mission
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth
also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you,
and men and women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

General Intercession
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and
give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest
to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the
joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.
Please add your own personal Intercessions.

Concluding Collect
Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask: Help us to ask only
what accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our
blindness cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gabriel’s Message Does Away
Hear the hymn as performed by Deborah Friauff:
https://standrewsaa.org/audio/
GabrielsMessage.html

CLICK TO LISTEN
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Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.

Responsory
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
[Romans 15:13]

STAY IN TOUCH WITH US
Are you on our email list?
To be added to the church’s email
list, please contact Kathy McPherson
at kmcpherson@standrewsaa.org.
Please know that your privacy is important to
us. We do not add anyone to our email list until
they have specifically requested it. If you know
someone who isn’t getting our emails, have
them email Kathy.

