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Opening Sentence 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.” 

Invitatory: Preces and Responses  Alison Willis (b. 1971)

O God, make speed to save us. O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.

Hear Preces and Responses as performed by the 
Bristol Cathedral Choir:  
https://youtu.be/lP3hfyLAt_A

Phos Hilaron: O Radiant Light 

Hear O Radiant Light as performed by the OCP 
Session Choir: https://youtu.be/vRU1itlK2KA

Psalm 68:1-20  Salvum me fac
1  Let God arise, and let his enemies be scattered; *
 let those who hate him flee before him.

2  Let them vanish like smoke when the wind drives it away; *
 as the wax melts at the fire, so let the wicked perish at the presence of God.

3  But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; *
 let them also be merry and joyful.
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4  Sing to God, sing praises to his Name;
 exalt him who rides upon the heavens; *
 YAHWEH is his Name, rejoice before him!

5  Father of orphans, defender of widows, *
 God in his holy habitation!

6  God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom; *
 but the rebels shall live in dry places.

7  O God, when you went forth before your people, *
 when you marched through the wilderness,

8  The earth shook, and the skies poured down rain,
 at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, *
 at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

9  You sent a gracious rain, O God, upon your inheritance; *
 you refreshed the land when it was weary.

10  Your people found their home in it; *
 in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.

11  The Lord gave the word; *
 great was the company of women who bore the tidings:

12 “Kings with their armies are fleeing away; *
 the women at home are dividing the spoils.”

13  Though you lingered among the sheepfolds, *
 you shall be like a dove whose wings are covered with silver,
 whose feathers are like green gold.

14  When the Almighty scattered kings, *
 it was like snow falling in Zalmon.

15  O mighty mountain, O hill of Bashan! *
 O rugged mountain, O hill of Bashan!

16 Why do you look with envy, O rugged mountain,
 at the hill which God chose for his resting place? *
 truly, the Lord will dwell there for ever.

17  The chariots of God are twenty thousand,
 even thousands of thousands; *
 the Lord comes in holiness from Sinai.

18  You have gone up on high and led captivity captive;
 you have received gifts even from your enemies, *
 that the Lord God might dwell among them.

19  Blessed be the Lord day by day, *
 the God of our salvation, who bears our burdens.

20  He is our God, the God of our salvation; *
 God is the Lord, by whom we escape death.
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The Psalm ends with Gloria Patri:
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

First Lesson: 2 Kings 2:1-15
Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah 
and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the 
Lord has sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you 
yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The company of 
prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know 
that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I 
know; keep silent.” Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me 
to Jericho.” But he said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.” So they came to Jericho. The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew 
near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your 
master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” Then Elijah 
said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said, “As the 
Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of them went 
on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance 
from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle 
and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to 
the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, 
before I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of 
your spirit.” He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am 
being taken from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” As they continued 
walking and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, 
and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying 
out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could 
no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces.

He picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went back and 
stood on the bank of the Jordan. He took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from 
him, and struck the water, saying, “Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?” When 
he had struck the water, the water was parted to the one side and to the other, and 
Elisha went over. When the company of prophets who were at Jericho saw him at 
a distance, they declared, “The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha.” They came to meet 
him and bowed to the ground before him.
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Magnificat: Magnificat in E Herbert Howells (1892-1983)

My soul doth magnify the Lord. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the  
imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy, hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

Hear the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis as  
performed by the Choir of St John’s Cambridge: 
https://www.sjcchoir.co.uk/listen/sjc-live/
howells-h-magnificat-nunc-dimittis-e

Second Lesson: Revelation 5:1-14
Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll written on the 
inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals; and I saw a mighty angel proclaiming 
with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” And no 
one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll or to look 
into it. And I began to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the 
scroll or to look into it. Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. See, the 
Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open 
the scroll and its seven seals.”

Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders 
a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns and seven eyes, 
which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. He went and took 
the scroll from the right hand of the one who was seated on the throne. When 
he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 
before the Lamb, each holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are 
the prayers of the saints. They sing a new song: “You are worthy to take the scroll 
and to open its seals, for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for 
God saints from every tribe and language and people and nation; you have made 
them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, and they will reign on earth.” 
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and the 
living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and thousands 
of thousands, singing with full voice, “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to 
receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the 
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sea, and all that is in them, singing, “To the one seated on the throne and to the 
Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!” And the four 
living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and worshiped.

Nunc Dimittis: Nunc Dimittis in E Herbert Howells
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,   
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers 
 Bidding

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:

 Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

 Suffrages

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and good will,  
We entreat you, O Lord.
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That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear,  
and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be bound together by the Holy Spirit in the communion  
of all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

The Collects 
 Collect for Ascension

Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly 
to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we 
may steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 A Collect

Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ triumphed over the powers of 
death and prepared for us our place in the new Jerusalem: Grant that we, who 
give thanks for his resurrection and ascension, may praise you in that City of 
which he is the light, and where he lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen.

 A Collect for Mission

O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth 
upon us the Spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your 
abounding grace may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

General Intercession
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and 
give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest 
to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the 
joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.

Please add your own personal Intercessions.



St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Ann Arbor  ·  Evensong for May 20: The Eve of the Ascension  7

STAY IN TOUCH WITH US 
Are you on our email list?
To be added to the church’s email 
list, please contact Kathy McPherson 
at  kmcpherson@standrewsaa.org. 
Please know that your privacy is important to 
us. We do not add anyone to our email list until 
they have specifically requested it. If you know 
someone who isn’t getting our emails, have 
them email Kathy.

Concluding Collect 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of 
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help, for 
you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn: See the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph 
Hear the hymn as performed by Andrew  
Remillard: https://youtu.be/f_UqBbDS380

Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen.

Responsory
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   [Romans 15:13]
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