
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Ann Arbor  ·  Evensong for November 18: Saint Hilda of Whitby 1

Opening Sentence 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.” 

Invitatory: Preces & Responses  Bernard Rose (1916-1996)

O God, make speed to save us. O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.

Hear Preces & Responses as performed by the 
Combined Choirs of the 7 Scottish Episcopal  
Cathedrals: https://youtu.be/baPOlwVEMc4

Phos Hilaron: O Radiant Light Owain Park (b. 1993)
Hear Phos Hilaron as performed by the Cambridge 
Chorale: https://youtu.be/Xlemfvr_GaY

Psalm 122  Lætatus sum
1 I was glad when they said to me, *
  “Let us go to the house of the Lord.”

2 Now our feet are standing *
  within your gates, O Jerusalem.

3 Jerusalem is built as a city *
  that is at unity with itself;

4 To which the tribes go up,
 the tribes of the Lord, *
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-- Fr. Alan
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  the assembly of Israel,
  to praise the Name of the Lord.

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, *
  the thrones of the house of David.

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
  “May they prosper who love you.

7 Peace be within your walls *
  and quietness within your towers.

8 For my brethren and companions’ sake, *
  I pray for your prosperity.

9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, *
  I will seek to do you good.”

The Psalm ends with Gloria Patri:
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Ephesians 4:1-6
I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling 
to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, 
bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.

Magnificat� Charles Wood (1866-1926)

My soul doth magnify the Lord. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the  
imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy, hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

Hear the  Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis as  
performed by the The Choir of Somerville College, 
Oxford: https://youtu.be/8gCtyCsFma4
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Second Lesson: Matthew 19:27-29
Then Peter said in reply, “Look, we have left everything and followed you. What 
then will we have?” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, 
when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who have followed 
me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And every-
one who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or 
fields, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life.

Nunc�Dimittis�in�D� Charles Wood
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,   
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers 
 Bidding

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:

 Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.
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 Suffrages

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and good will,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear,  
and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be bound together by the Holy Spirit in the communion  
of all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

The Collects 
 A Collect for St. Hilda of Whitby

O God of peace, by whose grace the abbess Hilda was endowed with gifts of 
justice, prudence, and strength to rule as a wise mother over the nuns and 
monks of her household, and to become a trusted and reconciling friend to 
leaders of the Church:  Give us the grace to recognize and accept the varied 
gifts you bestow on men and women, that our common life may be enriched 
and your gracious will be done; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 A Collect for Aid against Perils
Be our light in the darkness, O Lord, and in your great mercy defend us 
from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your only Son, our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

 A Collect for Mission
O God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore: Let the whole earth 
also worship you, all nations obey you, all tongues confess and bless you, and 
men and women everywhere love you and serve you in peace; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Concluding Collect 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of 
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help, for 
you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
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Hymn: Be Thou My Vision 
Hear the hymn as performed by the congrega-
tion of St. Bartholomew’s, New York City: 
https://youtu.be/DtDiX2BgC9A

Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen.

Responsory
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   [Romans 15:13]

CLICK TO LISTEN

Saint Hilda of WHitby, 680 
Hilda (“Hild” in Old English) was the grandniece of King 
Edwin of Northumbria, a kingdom of the Angles. She was 
born in 614 and baptized in 627 when the king and his 
household became Christians. In 647 she left the court 
to become a nun, and under the direction of Aidan she 
established several monasteries. Her last foundation was at 
Whitby. It was a double community, with both men and 
women living in small houses in the Celtic style, with Hil-
da as abbess of all; Bede says that everyone who knew her called Hilda “mother.” 
The community became a great center of English learning, one which produced 
five bishops.  Hilda encouraged a stable-boy, Caedmon, to compose religious po-
ems; his poem on the joys of “Middle Earth” is one of the most important texts 
in Old English.

(continued)
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The Celtic peoples of Britain had heard the Gospel well before 300 AD, but 
in the 400s and 500s a massive invasion of Germanic peoples (Angles, Jutes, 
and Saxons) forced the native Celts out of what is now England and into Wales, 
Ireland, and Scotland. The invaders were pagans; the Celts sent missionaries to 
them in the north and west.  The Roman Church came to England in 597 with 
Augustine of Canterbury, focusing on the royal household in the south and east 
and spreading from there. Roman and Celtic traditions differed, not in doctrine, 
but on such questions as the proper way of calculating the date of Easter, and 
the proper style of haircut and dress for a monk. These issues became sources of 
hot contention between the parties involved, as these symbols became signs of 
almost tribal allegiance.  It became clear that the English Church would have to 
choose between the old Celtic customs which it had existed since before 300 and 
the customs of that Roman missionaries had brought with them. In 664 a Synod 
met at Whitby to decide the matter: it followed Roman usage. 

Hilda herself greatly preferred the Celtic customs in which she had been reared, 
but once the decision had been made she used her moderating influence in favor 
of its peaceful acceptance. Her influence was considerable; kings and common-
ers alike came to her for advice. She was urgent in promoting the study of the 
Scriptures and the thorough education of the clergy. She died 17 November 680. 

-- Donna Wessel Walker, with material  from http://satucket.com/lectionary/
Hilda_Whitby.htm, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hilda_of_Whitby and 
Lesser Feasts and Fasts. 

Evensong Schedule 
Evensong is available on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month. 

The next service of Evensong is scheduled for WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2.
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