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Opening Sentence 
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.” 

Invitatory: Preces & Responses  Janet Wheeler (b. 1957)

O God, make speed to save us. O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.

Hear Preces & Responses:  
https://youtu.be/qAHPzMuBtYc

Phos Hilaron: Hail Gladdening Light Charles Wood (1866-1926)

Hear Hail Gladdening Light as performed by the 
Sixteen: https://youtu.be/acGGSCZAjsg

Psalm 128  Beati Omnes
1 Happy are they all who fear the Lord, *
  and who follow in his ways!

2 You shall eat the fruit of your labor; *
  happiness and prosperity shall be yours.

3 Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine within your house, *
  your children like olive shoots round about your table.

4 The man who fears the Lord *
  shall thus indeed be blessed.
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5 The Lord bless you from Zion, *
  and may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life.

6 May you live to see your children’s children; *
  may peace be upon Israel.

Psalm 129  Sæpe expugnaverunt
1 “Greatly have they oppressed me since my youth,” *
  let Israel now say;

2 “Greatly have they oppressed me since my youth, *
  but they have not prevailed against me.”

3 The plowmen plowed upon my back *
  and made their furrows long.

4 The Lord, the Righteous One, *
  has cut the cords of the wicked.

5 Let them be put to shame and thrown back, *
  all those who are enemies of Zion.

6 Let them be like grass upon the housetops, *
  which withers before it can be plucked;

7 Which does not fill the hand of the reaper, *
  nor the bosom of him who binds the sheaves;

8 So that those who go by say not so much as,
 “The Lord prosper you. *
  We wish you well in the Name of the Lord.”

Psalm 130  De profundis
1 Out of the depths have I called to you, O Lord;
 Lord, hear my voice; *
  let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.

2 If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, *
  O Lord, who could stand?

3 For there is forgiveness with you; *
  therefore you shall be feared.

4 I wait for the Lord; my soul waits for him; *
  in his word is my hope.

5 My soul waits for the Lord,
 more than watchmen for the morning, *
  more than watchmen for the morning.

6 O Israel, wait for the Lord, *
  for with the Lord there is mercy;
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7 With him there is plenteous redemption, *
  and he shall redeem Israel from all their sins.

The Psalm ends with Gloria Patri:
 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 23:23-35
Then he summoned two of the centurions and said, “Get ready to leave by nine 
o’clock tonight for Caesarea with two hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen, and 
two hundred spearmen. Also provide mounts for Paul to ride, and take him safely 
to Felix the governor.” He wrote a letter to this effect: “Claudius Lysias to his Ex-
cellency the governor Felix, greetings. This man was seized by the Jews and was 
about to be killed by them, but when I had learned that he was a Roman citizen, I 
came with the guard and rescued him. Since I wanted to know the charge for which 
they accused him, I had him brought to their council. I found that he was accused 
concerning questions of their law, but was charged with nothing deserving death 
or imprisonment. When I was informed that there would be a plot against the man, 
I sent him to you at once, ordering his accusers also to state before you what they 
have against him.” So the soldiers, according to their instructions, took Paul and 
brought him during the night to Antipatris. The next day they let the horsemen go 
on with him, while they returned to the barracks. When they came to Caesarea 
and delivered the letter to the governor, they presented Paul also before him. On 
reading the letter, he asked what province he belonged to, and when he learned that 
he was from Cilicia, he said, “I will give you a hearing when your accusers arrive.” 
Then he ordered that he be kept under guard in Herod’s headquarters.

Magnificat: Magnificat in C Gabriel Jackson (b. 1962)

My soul doth magnify the Lord. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the  
imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy, hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to our 
forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

Hear the Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis as  
performed by the The Cathedral Choir of  
St. Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh: 
https://youtu.be/PTgkr9rJmiI
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Second Lesson: Luke 7:18-35
The disciples of John reported all these things to him. So John summoned two of 
his disciples and sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, 
or are we to wait for another?” When the men had come to him, they said, “John 
the Baptist has sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to 
wait for another?’” Jesus had just then cured many people of diseases, plagues, and 
evil spirits, and had given sight to many who were blind. And he answered them, 
“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the 
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor 
have good news brought to them. And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at 
me.” When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the 
wind? What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, 
those who put on fine clothing and live in luxury are in royal palaces. What then 
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. This is 
the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ I tell you, among those born of women no 
one is greater than John; yet the least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” 
(And all the people who heard this, including the tax collectors, acknowledged the 
justice of God, because they had been baptized with John’s baptism. But by refusing 
to be baptized by him, the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God’s purpose for 
themselves.) “To what then will I compare the people of this generation, and what 
are they like? They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one 
another, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we wailed, and you 
did not weep.’ For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine, 
and you say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man has come eating and drinking, and 
you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ 
Nevertheless, wisdom is vindicated by all her children.”

Nunc Dimittis: Nunc Dimittis in C Gabriel Jackson 
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
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He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,   
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers 
 Bidding

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:

 Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and for ever.  Amen.

 Suffrages

That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and good will,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may depart this life in your faith and fear,  
and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

That we may be bound together by the Holy Spirit in the communion  
of all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,  
We entreat you, O Lord.

The Collects 
 Collect for the eighteenth week after Pentecost

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we 
to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon us the 
abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience 
is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, 
except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.   Amen. 
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 A Collect for the Renewal of Life
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and 
turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong 
desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way 
of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we 
may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen.

 A Collect for Mission
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, 
and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; 
give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, 
shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.

Concluding Collect 
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of 
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help, for 
you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn: He is the Way 
Hear the hymn: https://youtu.be/HZhSAlX6fFo
Permission to podcast/stream this hymn obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-718890.

Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved 
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the 
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for 
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life 
everlasting. Amen.

Responsory
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Dismissal
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.   [Romans 15:13]

CLICK TO LISTEN

Evensong Schedule 
Evensong is available on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month.  
The next service of Evensong is scheduled for WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21.
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