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Evensong for September 2, 2020  Martyrs of New Guinea
Evensong is a service in the Daily Office of the Church, finding its origins in ancient monastic communities. Evensong is regularly offered at St. Andrew’s on Wednesday evenings
at 6:00 pm and available electronically on the first and third Wednesday of the month.
This participatory service consists of prayers, hymns, scripture readings and canticles. At
the time of the General Intercession you are invited to add your own personal intercessions.
You will find links within the service to musical settings.
We hope that you find this to be a way to remain spiritually connected the St. Andrew’s
community and the larger Church as we continue to remain physically apart. -- Fr. Alan

Opening Sentence
Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,
but will have the light of life.”

Invitatory: Preces & Responses 

William Smith (1603-1645)

O God, make speed to save us. O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Hear Preces & Responses as performed by
the Seraphic Fire Choir:
https://youtu.be/l2r2bnIKh84

CLICK TO LISTEN

Phos Hilaron: O Gladsome Light 
Hear Hail Gladdening Light as performed by the
Valaam Monastery Choir:
https://youtu.be/39Fcxx03rd4

CLICK TO LISTEN

Psalm 126 In convertendo
1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, *

then were we like those who dream.
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with shouts of joy.
3 Then they said among the nations, *
“The Lord has done great things for them.”
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4 The Lord has done great things for us, *

and we are glad indeed.
5 Restore our fortunes, O Lord, *
like the watercourses of the Negev.
6 Those who sowed with tears *
will reap with songs of joy.
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.
The Psalm ends with Gloria Patri:
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Revelation 7:13-17

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white,
and where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.”
Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they
have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this
reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within
his temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will
hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he
will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes.”

Magnificat

Neil Cox (b. 1955)

My soul doth magnify the Lord. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded: the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy, hath holpen his servant Israel: as he promised to our
forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.
Hear the Magnificat as performed by the
Gloucester Cathedral Choir:
https://youtu.be/ZwjruQyrr38

CLICK TO LISTEN

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Ann Arbor · Evensong for September 2: Martyrs of New Guinea

2

Second Lesson: Luke 12:4-12
“I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that can do
nothing more. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed,
has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! Are not five sparrows sold
for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten in God’s sight. But even the hairs
of your head are all counted. Do not be afraid; you are of more value than many
sparrows. “And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before others, the Son
of Man also will acknowledge before the angels of God; but whoever denies me
before others will be denied before the angels of God. And everyone who speaks a
word against the Son of Man will be forgiven; but whoever blasphemes against the
Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. When they bring you before the synagogues, the
rulers, and the authorities, do not worry about how you are to defend yourselves
or what you are to say; for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that very hour what
you ought to say.”

Nunc Dimittis in D

Herbert Brewer (1865-1928)

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen.
Hear the Nunc Dimittis as performed by the
Gloucester Cathedral Choir:
https://youtu.be/xzIYIqyL_9Y

CLICK TO LISTEN

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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The Prayers

Bidding
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of
trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours, now and for ever. Amen.
Suffrages
That this evening may be holy, good, and peaceful,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That your holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and good will,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be pardoned and forgiven for our sins and offenses,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That there may be peace to your Church and to the whole world,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may depart this life in your faith and fear,
and not be condemned before the great judgment seat of Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.
That we may be bound together by the Holy Spirit in the communion
of all your saints, entrusting one another and all our life to Christ,
We entreat you, O Lord.

The Collects
Collect for the Martyrs of New Guinea
Almighty God, we remember before you this day the blessed martyrs of New
Guinea, who, following the example of their Savior, laid down their lives for
their friends; and we pray that we who honor their memory may imitate their
loyalty and faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
A Collect for the Peace
Most holy God, the source of all good desires, all right judgments, and all
just works: Give to us, your servants, that peace which the world cannot
give, so that our minds may be fixed on the doing of your will, and that we,
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being delivered from the fear of all enemies, may live in peace and quietness;
through the mercies of Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.
Third Collect for Mission
O God, you manifest in your servants the signs of your presence: Send forth
upon us the Spirit of love, that in companionship with one another your
abounding grace may increase among us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

General Intercession
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and
give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest
to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the
joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.
Please add your own personal Intercessions.

Concluding Collect
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help, for
you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn: Who are These Like Stars Appearing
Hear the hymn: https://youtu.be/-AcQTCkU9us

CLICK TO LISTEN

Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for
us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting. Amen.

Responsory

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Dismissal

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power
of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
[Romans 15:13]
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Martyrs of New Guinea, 1942

New Guinea, the second largest island in the world, is still one of the main
frontiers of Christian mission, because of its difficult terrain and the cultural
diversity of its peoples, who speak some 500 distinct languages. Christian
missionary work began there in the 1860s; the Anglican mission began in
1891, with the first bishop consecrated in 1898.
During World War II, the suffering of missionaries and of native peoples was
severe under the Japanese invasion. This feast day, observed in the Diocese
of New Guinea and in the Church of Australia, honors the witness of eight
missionaries and two Papuans who were killed. It also honors the service
of Papuan Christians of all churches, who risked their lives to care for the
wounded and to save the lives of many who otherwise would have perished.
The following is taken from an account by Dr. Harry Bitmead, a government
doctor, describing the last actions and words of Fr.Vivian Redlich on Sunday,
July 26, 1942. Fr. Vivian was beheaded a week or so after these events.
After the departure of the boat, Fr. Vivian made his way quickly back to
Sangara. He found the Japanese everywhere, and about to destroy the
mission. … Nothing as yet had been touched, but the Japanese had told
the people of their intention to destroy the place on the Sunday. Shortly
after dawn Fr.Vivian woke me up saying: “There is a big number of people
here. I am going down to say Mass.” He began to vest, and was nearly
finished when a native boy rushed to us crying out: “Father! Doctor! Go;
do not wait! Embogi has just gone to tell the Japanese because he wants
them to come and kill you.” There was a dead silence. I looked at Fr.
Vivian. He bowed his head in prayer for a few moments and then said to
the people: “To-day is Sunday. It is God’s day. I shall say Mass. We shall
worship God.” The dense silence of the jungle was broken only by the
sound of the priest’s voice praying for his people. Then came the rustle
of movement as those bare brown feet moved near the altar at the time
of Communion.
-- Donna Wessel Walker, adapted from Lesser Feasts and Fasts and They Still Speak

