
Sunday, May 3, 2020 The Fourth Sunday of Easter

Saint andrew’S epiScopal church
306 N. Division Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan  48104  •  (734) 663-0518  •  www.standrewsaa.org

Dear Friends:

Everyone’s plans have been disrupted. 
Work habits, classes, vacations, weddings, 
baptisms, weekly church services, even 
something as routine as grocery shopping 
have all either been cancelled, delayed or 
are carried out in new ways. These changes 
are likely to be with us for a long time. And 
as our Parish Administrator likes to remind 
me, “the only people who like change are 
wet babies.” So, let’s just say that no one 
is enjoying the changes that the Covid-19 
pandemic is creating in our lives.

Yet even with all these changes and the re-
strictions on our gathering, our community 
is still doing one of the things it has always 
done, caring for each other. I have heard of 
people reaching out in a variety of safe and 
comforting ways. Groups have gathered 
electronically to check in on each other and 
do some of their work. Breakfast continues 
to be served each morning by a dedicated 
group of volunteers. You have been gener-
ous to both the Breakfast, the church and a 
variety of agencies responding to this crisis, 
such as Food Gatherers and the Bishop’s 
Covid-19 Relief Fund. These gifts are more 
important than ever and are deeply appre-
ciated. The community continues its work 
and is finding new ways to thrive.

Looking ahead, the three Episcopal Bishops 
of Michigan will soon issue a new pastoral 
directive to guide us in a re-entry process 
that is measured and cautious. Once the 
pastoral directive is finalized it will be made 
available to all our people. What I can tell 
you at this point is that the church will not 
reopen on May 10 as we had hoped. The 
church will remain closed until further no-

tice and for now, these eService Bulletins 
will be our chief source for parish worship. 
They will continue to be made available 
until we can open the church to everyone 
for public worship. Once we are given per-
mission, a service will be conducted in the 
church each Sunday that will be streamed 
over the internet. The timing and details of 
that are still in the works.

I have missed seeing all of you, sharing 
conversation, sharing communion, sharing 
happy and sad moments. I have missed the 
life we share when we can be together. Yet, 
I am confident that in time we will return 
to a full and fulfilling sense of community, 
but we must be sure that we do so safely 
and responsibly. I am thankful for your 
faithfulness and patience during these 
challenging times.

God bless,  Fr. Alan

Above:  The Agnus Dei from the left lancet window of the West 
stained glass window at St. Andrew’s  K. Riedel
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Prelude: Pifa (The Messiah) Georg Frederic Handel (1685-1759)

Hear the prelude as performed by the Chicago Symphony Orchestra:   
https://youtu.be/VCG5BdSzQeE

The Collect 
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that 
when we hear his voice we may know him who calls us each by name, and 
follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 2:42-47
Those who had been baptized devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching 
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being 
done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all things 
in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute 
the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time 
together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 
glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the 
people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were 
being saved.

The Response: Psalm 23  Bobby McFerrin (b. 1950)

Hear the psalm as performed by the Brisbane Chamber Choir:  
https://youtu.be/PHfrsBoteMA

1  The Lord is my shepherd; *
  I shall not be in want.

2   He makes me lie down in green pastures *
  and leads me beside still waters.

3   He revives my soul *
  and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake.

4   Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
  I shall fear no evil; *
  for you are with me;
  your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

https://youtu.be/PHfrsBoteMA
https://youtu.be/VCG5BdSzQeE
https://youtu.be/VCG5BdSzQeE
https://youtu.be/PHfrsBoteMA
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5   You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
  you have anointed my head with oil,
  and my cup is running over.

6  Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
  and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

The Epistle: I Peter 2:19-25
It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffer-
ing unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what 
credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you 
have God’s approval. For to this you have been called, because Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his 
steps.

 “He committed no sin,
  and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did 
not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He 
himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we 
might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you 
were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd 
and guardian of your souls.

The Gospel: John 10:1-10
Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold 
by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. The one 
who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens 
the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes 
ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. 
They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they 
do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with 
them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the 
sheep. All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did 
not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and 
will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal 
and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”
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Anthem: All We Like Sheep (The Messiah) G.F. Handel

All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned ev’ryone to his own way; 
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Hear the anthem as performed by the The Monteverdi Choir:  
https://youtu.be/IDar_26Inrk

The Prayers
Gracious God, give us courage: courage to face change, and not be afraid; 
courage to get up when we are down, and to go on again; courage to work 
with all that you have given us for the coming of your kingdom on earth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sermon  Fr. Charles Witke
As remarked by the farmer in a classic Monty Python television sketch, 
as he converses with a passing tourist, “Sheep are very dim.”  Yet Jesus in 
the Gospels talks frequently to us about sheep. We humans evidently have 
something in common with them.   

Jesus seems to credit sheep with a certain amount of sense – in any case, 
with the one important sense of knowing their shepherd’s voice. Import-
ant not because the sheep are followers in their essence, but because they 
are wanderers by nature. Sheep are not so dim that they follow any voice; 
rather they are sensible enough to follow only the right voice. That matters 
when the sheep are facing real dangers, from without and from within.  
But unlike sheep, we have suddenly been overtaken by dangers that are 
invisible and difficult to avoid.  

We too are wanderers by nature; it’s hard for us sometimes to believe in 
God’s abundance. Instead, we are constantly scouting for greener pas-
tures. In times of danger such as now, we may even imagine that we do 
not have enough from God’s hand to see us through this crisis.

Our Collect this morning addresses Jesus as our good shepherd, the Psalm 
is the 23rd promising that God our shepherd will guide us through the 
valley of the shadow of death,  Peter’s Epistle assures us we can return to 
our shepherd and guardian, and Our Lord says he leads his sheep and calls 
them by name, as Near Eastern shepherds still do.  This animal seems to 
be central in our readings today. 

The familiar words of the 23rd Psalm give a good job description of sheep 
and shepherd.  The shepherd, the Lord, takes care of his sheep because 
sheep are basically not very good at taking care of themselves. Like a lot 

https://youtu.be/IDar_26Inrk
https://youtu.be/IDar_26Inrk
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of human beings, they make bad decisions.  They wander off, get lost, try 
to eat the wrong things, get caught in ravines and thickets and have to be 
rescued.  It’s not because they are particularly stupid; after all, they rec-
ognize their shepherd’s voice and their leader sheep’s superior experience 
in guiding them to those green pastures and necessary watering spots. 
And they unlike us are probably not overstimulated by too much running 
commentary in their heads.  It’s simply that they are sheep, just as we 
are humans, and we both seem to require the need of a keeper at certain 
times. 

One big point of difference that the writer of the 23rd Psalm makes be-
tween sheep and us is that we are aware, sometimes all too aware, of the 
valley of the shadow of death.  This psalm is realistic about the darkness 
of life, aware of the many forms of adversity, danger and violence in the 
world of both sheep and people.  The good shepherd doesn’t make that go 
away.

The good shepherd promises that he will always be with his sheep in good-
ness and mercy.  The bad times will come, but he will be with them.  Like 
us, Jesus’ original hearers wanted to make sense of their world,  and they 
wanted to hear how Jesus was going to make that happen. And so he talks 
to them and to us as his sheep and himself as the shepherd.  

It seems our future isn’t what we expected it to be.  If we were to ask 
the question, What would Jesus advise us to do? we could probably do no 
better than be prepared now for him to address us as his sheep. But how 
do we get to be one of those sheep?  How can we manage to hear his voice 
in the clamor and violent changes of our world, and the incessant inner 
chatter of our overstimulated minds? It would seem that if we want to be 
his sheep we really need to listen carefully to that voice, especially when 
facing a dangerous pandemic. 

Sheep don’t have free will, and we do, and that can lead us to wandering, 
and forgetting or ignoring what God has promised to be for us and what 
God is trying to tell us.  We can fill our lives, our time, even our prayers, 
with fears and anxieties about the present and future.  And as for settling 
our minds into silent receptivity to God’s presence, being still and know-
ing that God is God and is present, that is something we so often give up 
on before we have half started. But sheep know about being in contact 
with their shepherd without even trying.  And they will follow him back 
home. 

So how do we get to be one of the sheep who know their master’s voice, 
a member of the flock who cannot be snatched away?  The bridge of faith 
leads us to him; also the presence of others in our lives walking alongside 



St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Ann Arbor  ·  The Fourth Sunday of Easter 6

us, even in our darkest hours.  Jesus the shepherd tells us: My sheep hear 
and know my voice. I know them, and they follow me.  It is a great prom-
ise.  Hope, not fear, has the last word.  And it is ours.  Amen. 

Postlude: Hornpipe (Water Music Suite) G. F. Handel

Hear the postlude as performed by the FestspielOrchester Göttingen:  
https://youtu.be/1h4mAceHmrI

Announcements
The May-July edition of the 
“Forward Day by Day” devotional  
booklets are now available. 

If you would like one sent to 
you, please send an email 
with your mailing address to:  
agibson@standrewsaa.org, 
or leave a message on the 
church voicemail at  
734-663-0518, ext. 201.

The Bishop’s Fund  
for COVID-19 Relief
We can make a difference.

Our Diocese has partnered with All 
Saints’, Pontiac and Christ Church 
Cranbrook to create a dollar for dollar 
matching fund of up to $100,000 that 
will be donated to food bank distributors 
throughout our diocese, so that they may 
buy more food to feed all of us who are 
hungry.  Every dollar you share counts, 
and every donation you offer is a blessing 
to the families who will be helped. 

You can contribute to this fund at 
edomi.org/COVID19relief. 

Update your  
phone number!
Using our current 2019-
2020 parish phone 
directory, Fr. Alan has 
been calling parishioners 
to check on them during 
this unusual time. Unfortunately, he is 
finding that many of the land-line phone 
numbers are no longer in service. 

If you have disconnected your landline 
please be sure to give the office your cell 
phone number so that we can reach you!

If you need to update your phone num-
bers - or any other part of your directory 
listing - please send an email to Kathy at 
kmcpherson@standrewsaa.org.

Deadline for the summer  
issue of The Network
The deadline for the June-July-August is-
sue of The Network is Wednesday, May 20. 
Please send articles to communications@
standrewsaa.org.

The Network will be available to the parish 
on Friday, May 29.

https://youtu.be/1h4mAceHmrI
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