
Sunday, May 17, 2020 The Sixth Sunday of Easter

Saint andrew’S epiScopal church
306 N. Division Street, Ann Arbor, Michigan  48104  •  (734) 663-0518  •  www.standrewsaa.org

Dear friends:

One of our nonagenarian parishioners sent me a piece, directed to some-
one in early middle-age, that’s making the rounds of social media in var-
ious forms. It offers some perspective to all of us on what we are living 
through now, as well as some encouragement to draw on a store of resil-
ience, both individually and as a community.

“It’s a mess out there now. For a small amount of perspective at this 
moment, imagine you were born in 1900. On your 14th birthday, 
World War I starts, and ends on your 18th birthday. Twenty-two 
million people perish in that war. Later in the year, a Spanish Flu 
epidemic hits the planet and runs until your 20th birthday. Fifty 
million people die from it in those two years. Yes, 50 million. On 
your 29th birthday, the Great Depression begins. Unemployment 
hits 25% and the World GDP drops 27%. That runs until you are 
33. The country nearly collapses along with the world economy. 
When you turn 39, World War II starts. You aren’t even over the 
hill yet. But don’t try to catch your breath, because on your 41st 
birthday, the Japanese attack Pearl Harbor and the United States 
is fully drawn into WWII. Between your 39th and 45th birthday, 75 
million people perish in the war. At 50, the Korean War starts. Five 
million perish. At 55 the Vietnam War begins and doesn’t end for 
20 years. Four million people perish in that conflict. On your 62nd 
birthday, the Cuban Missile Crisis, a tipping point in the Cold War, 
nearly triggers a nuclear weapons exchange with the Soviet Union. 
Life on our planet, as we know it, should have ended. Great leaders 
prevented that from happening. When you turn 75, the Vietnam 
War finally ends. Think of everyone on the planet born in 1900. 
How do you survive all of that?

“When you were a kid in 1985, you didn’t think your 85-year old 
grandparents understood how hard school was. Or how mean that 
kid in your class was. Yet they survived through every crisis list-
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ed above. Perspective is an amazing art, refined as time goes on 
and enlightening in unbelievable ways. Let’s try and keep things in 
perspective. Abraham Lincoln famously said, “This, too, shall pass.” 
Let’s be smart, help each other out, and we will get through all of 
this, because, “This, too, shall pass.”

I would like to offer a brief addendum to this piece:

Resilience, in all its forms, is crucial in overcoming adversity. It is also 
equally vital in efforts to better our world. Someone born in 1900 saw 
inventions that would have been unimaginable to their grandparents, 
developments in science that have expanded our knowledge of the uni-
verse, medical advancements that have extended human life and over-
come diseases that were once commonplace, and while we are far from a 
perfect world, individuals and groups now enjoy visibility and rights that 
were denied in previous generations.

Throughout history, the human race has taken decisive steps forward, 
while at the same time we have taken steps back. The former has been in-
spired by things like faith, hope and love; while the latter is almost always 
motivated by fear. During this mess of a time, let us always be a people 
who seek to look and move forward; and for those who find that they are 
afraid, let us be willing and eager to share that resilience that is within us 
so that we can all emerge into a better world once this pandemic is past.

God bless, Fr. Alan

Below:  The shield of St. Andrew stained glass window located above the main doors to St. Andrew’s  K. Riedel
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Prelude: For the Beauty of the Earth  John Rutter (b.1945)

Hear the prelude as performed by the Cambridge Singers and the City of 
London Sinfonia:  https://youtu.be/1bDoMflYErE

The Collect 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you such good things as sur-
pass our understanding: Pour into our hearts such love towards you, that 
we, loving you in all things and above all things, may obtain your prom-
ises, which exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 17:22-31
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how 
extremely religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city 
and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them 
an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the 
world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as 
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 
breath and all things. From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the 
whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundar-
ies of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God 
and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from 
each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even 
some of your own poets have said,

 ‘For we too are his offspring.’

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 
gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 
mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now 
he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day 
on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom 
he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him 
from the dead.”

https://youtu.be/1bDoMflYErE
https://youtu.be/1bDoMflYErE
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The Response: Psalm 66

Hear the psalm as performed by the Choir of St. George’s Chapel, Windsor: 
https://youtu.be/5zGtewf3468  (Psalm 66 concludes at 5:15)

1  Be joyful in God, all you lands; *
 sing the glory of his Name;
 sing the glory of his praise.

2  Say to God, “How awesome are 
  your deeds! *
 because of your great strength your 
  enemies cringe before you.

3  All the earth bows down before you,*
 sings to you, sings out your Name.”

4  Come now and see the works of 
  God,*
 how wonderful he is in his doing 
  toward all people.

5  He turned the sea into dry land,
 so that they went through the water 
  on foot, *
 and there we rejoiced in him.

6  In his might he rules for ever;
 his eyes keep watch over the nations;*
 let no rebel rise up against him.

7  Bless our God, you peoples; *
 make the voice of his praise 
  to be heard;

8  Who holds our souls in life, *
 and will not allow our feet to slip.

9  For you, O God, have proved us; *
 you have tried us just as silver 
  is tried.

10  You brought us into the snare; *
 you laid heavy burdens upon 
  our backs.

11  You let enemies ride over our heads;
 we went through fire and water; *
 but you brought us out into a place 
  of refreshment.

12  I will enter your house with 
  burnt-offerings
 and will pay you my vows, *
 which I promised with my lips
 and spoke with my mouth when I 
  was in trouble.

13  I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts
 with the smoke of rams; *
 I will give you oxen and goats.

14  Come and listen, all you who fear 
  God, *
 and I will tell you what he has done 
  for me.

15  I called out to him with my mouth, *
 and his praise was on my tongue.

16  If I had found evil in my heart, *
 the Lord would not have heard me;

17  But in truth God has heard me; *
 he has attended to the voice of my 
  prayer.

18  Blessed be God, who has not rejected 
  my prayer, *
 nor withheld his love from me.

The Epistle: I Peter 3:13-22
Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if 
you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what 

https://youtu.be/5zGtewf3468
https://youtu.be/5zGtewf3468
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they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts sanctify Christ 
as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands 
from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentle-
ness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you are 
maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be 
put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should 
be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. For Christ also suffered for 
sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you 
to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in 
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who 
in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight per-
sons, were saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now 
saves you-- not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God 
for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has 
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers made subject to him.

The Gospel: John 14:15-21
Jesus said, ”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will 
ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for-
ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because 
it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 
you, and he will be in you.

”I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the 
world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also 
will live. On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in 
me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are 
those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, 
and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”

Anthem: If Ye Love Me Phillip Wilby (b.1949)

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, and He 
shall give you another comforter, that He may abide with you forever, e’en the 
Spirit of Truth. And ye know Him, for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in 
you. I will not leave you comfortless. I will come to you.     (John 14:15-18)

Hear the anthem as performed by the Baylor A Cappella Choir:  
https://youtu.be/W48lF8JNn7I

https://youtu.be/W48lF8JNn7I
https://youtu.be/W48lF8JNn7I
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The Prayers
Give us, O Lord, a steadfast heart, which no unworthy thought can drag 
downwards; an unconquered heart, which no tribulation can wear out; 
an upright heart, which no unworthy purpose may tempt aside. Bestow 
upon us, O Lord our God, understanding to know you, diligence to seek 
you, wisdom to find you, and a faithfulness that may finally embrace you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   - Thomas aquinas

Sermon  Fr. Alan Gibson

In the Name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

There has been a lot in our regular lives to miss during this stay-at-home 
time. For me, one of those has been the Thursday morning lectionary 
Bible Study group. Some of the people in this group have been gathering 
for a long time, back before my arrival at St. Andrew’s when our former 
deacon, Svea Gray lead the discussions. It is a tight knit group that has 
come to trust each other and speaks with a refreshing openness about our 
engagement with the scriptures. We can be very serious. We are, after all, 
talking about the Bible. We can also be very humorous. We have to be, we 
are talking about the Bible. What we are always doing is searching – for 
clarity, insights, and answers to unanswerable questions.

One of the recurring themes in our discussion centers around the issue of 
“free will” – that God-given ability to love, create, reason and live as we 
choose (to paraphrase the Catechism). That freedom is the source of some 
of the greatest joys we can know, as well as some of the greatest sadness 
we will ever experience. God’s hope is that we will choose to live in har-
mony with God and the creation, but ultimately the choice is ours. When 
we make good choices, things usually go well, and the system works as it 
was intended. When we make poor choices…then, we start looking for a 
scapegoat, which often turns out to be God especially if things are really 
bad. “Why did God let this happen?” is not an uncommon thing to hear, 
think or feel when tragedy strikes.

To say that some disaster is the result of our misuse of our free-will is not 
helpful, nor is it compassionate. But to blame God in such times is also not 
helpful, nor does it allow for the healing power of God’s loving presence 
to work as fully as it could. There are many things wrong in the world 
we would like to have magically fixed, but that’s not how God works. If 
God did work that way it would limit our power to act on our own, and 
infringe on our freedom. God knows that few of us would like that very 
much.
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No one likes to be told what to do or not do. No one. The last two months 
have made that truth very clear. Even when we don’t feel up to mak-
ing a decision on our own, we don’t want someone else doing it for us. 
Somewhere in the soul of even the most dutiful, law-abiding citizen runs 
a streak of rebellion that bristles at any attempt to exercise power over 
us – be it from the government, or a spouse, a parent, or an employer, or 
God. If we dig deep enough, we can all find a little bit of an anarchist in 
our being. It’s a part of the human condition which ancient stories, such 
as the one of Adam and Eve, attempt to explain. We’ve always been like 
this, and never completely outgrow it. When we are asked politely to do 
something it is a bit easier to comply. When we receive a command, that 
can be tough, even when we know it is the right thing to do.

It’s no different with Jesus. His commandments are straightforward 
enough. “Love your neighbor.” Most of us try to keep that one. But, “Love 
your enemies,” “Pray for those who persecute you.”? Those we are more 
likely to resist. There are others: “Turn the other cheek.” “Give and expect 
nothing in return.” “Take up your cross and follow me.” These commands 
give us ample opportunity to bristle and rebel against Jesus and his hopes 
for us. When Jesus issues a commandment, he means business on a heav-
enly scale. Yet they are so often treated as optional.

Those who felt challenged by Christ, who thought they had something to 
lose by doing what he said, branded Jesus a criminal, had him executed 
and tried to return to a business-as-usual world. Then there are some 
who saw, and continue to see, something in Jesus worthy of worship. For 
them, the promotion of self-interests, while offering certain pleasures, 
lacked one crucial element – a depth of Love that surpasses anything we 
can know on our own, which is the unique gift Jesus offers. To them Jesus 
says, “keep my commandments.” And here we go again, that thing every-
one hates – being told what to do.

But Jesus is not saying, ‘do what I say and then you’ll prove yourself to 
me.’ That’s what a control freak says to a hostage. That’s a relationship 
of abuse. Christ isn’t seeking control; he knows us and he’s not asking 
us to prove anything. Christ is urging us to love freely, to lose control as 
we only can in love. If we do, we will follow his commands, his steps, 
his example, his life. Love is where he asks us to start. From there grows 
devotion and, yes, obedience. It’s through the lens of love that Jesus wants 
us to understand what it is he calls us to do. Christ shows us how to live in 
the way God loves – by giving himself.

Nothing expresses love more than what we give of who we are. Ultimate-
ly that’s the only thing we have to give that is of any value. God reaches 
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people by what we give to others of the love God has given us. Being a 
follower of Christ means we know and trust the God who gives us life and 
who shows us how to love. And that means we have some things to do, 
some commandments to follow. Not as fulfillment of some legal require-
ment, but as a joyful response to God’s love for us.

“If you love me, you will keep my commandments.” Christ wants us to 
be in the business of loving a world that often chooses not to. When you 
think about what God wants us to do, and the hopes God has for us, the 
choice should not be that hard to make.

Hymn: All Things Bright and Beautiful

Hear the hymn as performed by Michael Lining:  
https://youtu.be/txmpkFSoWuo

Announcements
REMINDER: The Church building 
remains CLOSED
While many of you have keys to the 
church, we must reemphasize that the 
church is closed. Please do not let yourself 
into any part of the church for any reason 
unless you are coming to serve Breakfast 
or have received permission directly from 
Fr. Alan.

A few staff members are coming in on a 
very infrequent basis to maintain basic 
operations of the church. It is vital that we 
limit access to our buildings in order to 
keep everyone well and as safe as possi-
ble. Thank you for your cooperation and 
understanding.

Update your  
phone number!
Using our current 2019-
2020 parish phone 
directory, Fr. Alan has 
been calling parishioners 
to check on them during 
this unusual time. Unfortunately, he is 
finding that many of the land-line phone 
numbers are no longer in service. 

If you have disconnected your landline 
please be sure to give the office your cell 
phone number so that we can reach you!

If you need to update your phone num-
bers - or any other part of your directory 
listing - please send an email to Kathy at 
kmcpherson@standrewsaa.org.
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