
Sunday, April 12, 2020: Easter Day
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Dear friends: 

Happy Easter!

We are all familiar with the details of the Easter story – the empty 
tomb, the women who find it and who tell the disciples of it, vari-
ous encounters with the Risen Christ in the Garden, etc. (Matthew’s 
version is told this year). But there is another Easter story that is not 
heard on Easter morning that involves an encounter with Christ and 
two of his followers later in the day on the road to Emmaus. It can 
be found in Luke 24:13-49 (Read it HERE). 

Cleopas and an unnamed companion are heading out of town. 
Perhaps they were fleeing Jerusalem out of fear of arrest. Or per-
haps they wanted to put some distance between themselves and 
a painful disappointment. Whatever their reasons they can’t get 
Jesus out of their minds; talk of him fills their conversation, and 
then, he is suddenly there beside them, though unrecognized. It 
is not until they stop for the evening meal and Jesus interprets the 
Hebrew scriptures, and breaks bread with them that the two travel-
ers realize who is with them at the table. And then, as suddenly as 
he appeared, Jesus is gone.

This may seem like another fantastic story surrounding the larger 
story of the Resurrection, but it may also be a model for us of how 
Jesus is with us at all times and can be seen in a wide variety of 
ways – in the breaking of bread with those dear to us, in the words 
of scripture, in the prayers and praises we offer individually and col-
lectively, in the countless kindnesses that have been shown during 
this pandemic, in the sorrow that has been shared so that no one 
has to bear it alone, in the hopes for a new appreciation for the gift 
of life and the resolve to appreciate that gift more. In these and so 
many other ways the Risen Christ is with us and always will be.

As you break bread, or crackers, or chips or what ever you put 
together for your Easter feast today; and whether you are feasting 
alone or with a smaller gathering than usual, know that Christ is 
with you and those you love, today and forever.

God bless, Fr. Alan PHOTOS - Mike Mouradian: 2019 Easter Day service (pages 3 - 7);   
Kate Riedel: Altar flower arrangements, East Window (pages 1, 8)

http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Easter/EasterEven_RCL.html
http://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC_RCL/Easter/EasterEven_RCL.html
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Prelude: Sinfonia from Easter Oratorio, BWV 249
 Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Hear the prelude as performed by Empire Brass and 
Douglas Major, organ:  https://youtu.be/lVQ-0XaeFoE

The Collect 
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten 
Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to 
us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who 
celebrate with joy the day of the Lord’s resur-
rection, may be raised from the death of sin by 
your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament: Acts 10:34-43
Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other 
Gentiles: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears 
him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
You know the message he sent to the people 
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he 
is Lord of all. That message spread throughout 
Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that 
John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Naz-
areth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in 
Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the 
third day and allowed him to appear, not to all 
the people but to us who were chosen by God as 
witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the 
one ordained by God as judge of the living and 
the dead. All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name.”

Hymn: Jesus Christ is Risen Today 

Hear the hymn as performed by the Choir of King’s 
College:  https://youtu.be/rMwPEmUMP7U

The Response: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Hear the psalm as performed by the Choir of Worcester 
Cathedral: https://youtu.be/ZE0Zak8KBMM

1   Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; *
  his mercy endures for ever.

2   Let Israel now proclaim, *
  “His mercy endures for ever.”

14  The Lord is my strength and my song, *
  and he has become my salvation.

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory *
  in the tents of the righteous:

16 “The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! *
  the right hand of the Lord is exalted!
  the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”

17 I shall not die, but live, *
  and declare the works of the Lord.

18 The Lord has punished me sorely, *
  but he did not hand me over to death.

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; *
  I will enter them;
  I will offer thanks to the Lord.

20 “This is the gate of the Lord; *
  he who is righteous may enter.”

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me *
  and have become my salvation.

22 The same stone which the builders rejected *
  has become the chief cornerstone.

23 This is the Lord’s doing, *
  and it is marvelous in our eyes.

24 On this day the Lord has acted; *
  we will rejoice and be glad in it.

https://youtu.be/lVQ-0XaeFoE
https://youtu.be/lVQ-0XaeFoE
https://youtu.be/lVQ-0XaeFoE
https://youtu.be/lVQ-0XaeFoE
https://youtu.be/ZE0Zak8KBMM
https://youtu.be/rMwPEmUMP7U
https://youtu.be/rMwPEmUMP7U
https://youtu.be/rMwPEmUMP7U
https://youtu.be/ZE0Zak8KBMM
https://youtu.be/ZE0Zak8KBMM
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The Epistle: Colossians 3:1-4
If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that 
are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life 
is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, 
then you also will be revealed with him in glory.

The Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magda-
lene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a 
great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came 
and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, 
and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and be-
came like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; 
I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; 
for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then 
go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and 
indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is 
my message for you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greet-
ings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 
Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go 
to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

Anthem: Worthy is the Lamb that was Slain (Messiah) G. F. Handel 
(1685-1759)

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and hath redeemed us to God by his 
blood, to receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, 
and glory, and blessing. Blessing, and honour, glory, and pow’r, be unto 
him, be unto him that siteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever 
and ever. Amen.

Hear the anthem as performed by VOCES8, the VOCES8 Scholars and Apollo5 
with the Academy of Ancient Music: https://youtu.be/jS2osOLEe0U

The Prayers
O Blessed Lord, who did promise your disciples that through your victory 
over the tomb their sorrow should be turned to joy, and their joy no one 
should ever take from them: Grant us, we pray, so to know you in the 
power of your resurrection, that we may be partakers of that joy which is 
immeasurable and full of glory; for your holy name’s sake. Amen.

Sermon  Fr. Alan Gibson
In the Name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

They surely didn’t expect to see what they saw. In the wee hours of that 
Sunday morning, the two Marys left their homes and slipped through the 
gate of the city. They made their way to the tomb where they had hastily 
left Jesus’ body. They passed Calvary Hill, with the posts that held the 
cross beams of Roman execution faintly visible against the night sky, lit by 
a nearly full moon. The women’s thoughts were filled with the events of 
the pervious Friday afternoon and the tragedy that made this early morn-
ing’s journey necessary.

https://youtu.be/jS2osOLEe0U
https://youtu.be/jS2osOLEe0U
https://youtu.be/jS2osOLEe0U
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There was a body, whose burial had to be completed. The obligations of 
Passover hadn’t left enough time to finish the rituals. There was anointing 
to be done, prayers to be said. A final show of respect for a dead friend. It 
was expected. It’s what the two women expected to do that morning. But 
they never imagined what was waiting for them. What they found com-
pletely rearranged those ordinary expectations, changing the way they, 
and anyone else who looked into the empty tomb, would understand life 
and death.

Despite all he did to prepare them, the people who followed Jesus never 
understood, or even imagined, he would actually die on a cross. It was 
beyond the realm of comprehension, until it happened one Friday after-
noon. It was the last thing anyone expected, and likewise, no one expect-
ed anything out of the ordinary to happen on Sunday morning. After all, 
dead is dead.

Looking back a month or so, what were we expecting for this Easter 
morning? Was it all the familiar and wonderful things that get wrapped up 
in Easter – pretty things -- beautiful flowers, little children all starched 
and pressed, heavenly music, a lovingly prepared meal to share with 
extended family and friends? Those are the things we can count on, and 
rightly expect, as part of Easter.

But what did we find on this Easter Day? Did we expect a deadly virus to 
have worked its way around the world? Did we expect to be confined to 
our homes for the foreseeable future? Did we expect a financial crisis to 
threaten our way of life? Those are not pretty things. Those are the worst 
kind of Monday morning things. Those are not things we would expect to 
find at Easter. Those are horrifying things; the ongoing, tragic realities of 
our world, they have nothing to do with Easter; nothing to do with new 
life overcoming death.

And that is the dangerous flaw with our celebration of the Resurrection: 
we’re reluctant to let it touch the raw, painful places in our lives.

We claim that, “Christ is Risen,” yet we are in the midst of a world where 
fear, suffering and death are increasingly becoming the norm. How can 
that contradiction be? Did Christ die and rise to new life only for us to 
be afraid for this one? If he defeated Death, you’d expect a lot more than 
the same old thing with the volume turned way up. You’d expect a world 
that’s completely different -- if Christ is, indeed, risen.

Unless the power of the Resurrection is allowed to be the defining reality 
of our lives, we and our world will continue to be a mess of conflicting, 
deadly conditions and dreadful expectations. Christ is risen; but until that 
truth forms and guides the totality of our lives, especially the wounded, 
heartbreaking parts, the contradictions will continue. Not one of us got 
up this Easter morning expecting some type of diminished existence. We 
got up expecting a miracle, a new, abundant life; and if we take a look 
into that empty tomb, we will find it. That life has the power to bring a 
new existence into reality when we embrace it and allow Christ to work 
through us to make a difference on Monday morning. That is the life 
Christ gives us. Now, what will we do with it?

Postlude: Hallelujah Chorus (Messiah) G.F. Handel

Hallelujah: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth, Hallelujah! The king-
dom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and 
he shall reign for ever and ever. King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, and he 
shall reign for ever and ever, Hallelujah!

Hear the anthem as sung by the Mormon Tabernacle Choir:  
https://youtu.be/akb0kD7EHIk

https://youtu.be/akb0kD7EHIk
https://youtu.be/akb0kD7EHIk
https://youtu.be/akb0kD7EHIk

