
The Collect 
Almighty God, you know that we have no power in ourselves to help 
ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in 
our souls, that we may be defended from all adversities which may 
happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 
hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Old Testament Exodus 17:1-7
From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Re-
phidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. The people 
quarreled with Moses, and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said 
to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 
But the people thirsted there for water; and the people complained 
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill 

us and our children and livestock with thirst?” So Moses cried out to 
the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They are almost ready 
to stone me.” The Lord said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people, 
and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the 
staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. I will be standing there 
in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will 
come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the 
sight of the elders of Israel. He called the place Massah and Meribah, 
because the Israelites quarreled and tested the Lord, saying, “Is the 
Lord among us or not?”

The Response Psalm 95: Venite, exultemus
1  Come, let us sing to the Lord; *

let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.

2  Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

3  For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.

4  In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.

5  The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.

6  Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

7  For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

8  Harden not your hearts,
as your forebears did in the wilderness, *
at Meribah, and on that day at Massah,
when they tempted me.

9  They put me to the test, *
though they had seen my works.

10 Forty years long I detested that generation and said, *
“This people are wayward in their hearts;
they do not know my ways.”

11 So I swore in my wrath, *
“They shall not enter into my rest.”
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Sunday, March 15, 2020
The Third Sunday in Lent

Dear Friends:

I’m writing this on Friday the 13th as we begin a multi-week 
shut down of services and programs at church.  While not 
a superstitious person, I was struck by the ironic Friday 
normality I encountered as I walked through the church:  
Everything had been cleaned in preparation for Sunday; 
the hymn boards were set for the Third Sunday in Lent, 
schedules were posted – all for a service that will not take 
place.  

The rapidly developing situation around the COVID-19 
pandemic requires us to create new norms as we seek to 
continue our ministry to the extent this health crisis will 
allow.  One element of that is this communication which 
will be distributed weekly while our church building is 
closed.  I hope that you will find it helpful and a way for 
our community to continue to gather in prayer, sharing the 
Word and reflecting on it. 

It is hard not to be “in church” right now, but I trust you are 
keeping each other in your hearts as we each seek to do our 
part in overcoming this health crisis.  

I look forward to seeing you all in the near future when we 
can return, in person, to the church and community we love.

God bless, 
Fr. Alan



The Epistle Romans 5:1-11
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this 
grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the 
glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint 
us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit that has been given to us.

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person-- 
though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to 
die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners 
Christ died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have been 
justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath 
of God. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been recon-
ciled, will we be saved by his life. But more than that, we even boast 
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation.

The Gospel John 4:5-42
Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground 
that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there, and 
Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about 
noon.

A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give 
me a drink.” (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.) The 
Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink 
of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common 
with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, 
and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have 
asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The woman 
said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do 
you get that living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, 
who gave us the well, and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 
Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 
again, but those who drink of the water that I will give them will 
never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a 
spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, 
“Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 
coming here to draw water.”

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman 
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in 
saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the 
one you have now is not your husband. What you have said is true!” 
The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our an-
cestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where 
people must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father 
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do 
not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 
But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers 
will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such 
as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him 
must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know 
that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he 

will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one 
who is speaking to you.”

Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speak-
ing with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why 
are you speaking with her?” Then the woman left her water jar and 
went back to the city. She said to the people, “Come and see a man 
who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, 
can he?” They left the city and were on their way to him.

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 
But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 
So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him 
something to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of 
him who sent me and to complete his work. Do you not say, ‘Four 
months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around 
you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. The reaper is 
already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so 
that sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying 
holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ I sent you to reap that for 
which you did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered 
into their labor.”

Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the wom-
an’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” So when 
the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and 
he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his 
word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you 
said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know 
that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

Anthem 
Like as the Hart Herbert Howells

Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks, so longeth my soul 
after thee, O God. 

My soul is a thirst for God, yea, even for the living God. 

When shall I come to appear before the presence of God? 

My tears have been my meat day and night, while they daily say 
unto me, where, where is now thy God?

Hear the anthem as performed by the Choir of Somerville College 
(Oxford, UK): https://youtu.be/JdAHP_9_0RQ

The Prayers 
God of the present moment
God who in Jesus stills the storm 
and soothes the frantic heart;
bring us hope and courage
as we wait in uncertainty.
Make us the equal
of whatever lies ahead.
Bring us courage to endure what cannot be avoided,
for your will is health and wholeness;
you are God, and we need you.

 - from,  “A New Zealand Prayer Book” 

 

https://youtu.be/JdAHP_9_0RQ


Sermon Donna Wessel Walker
May the words of my mouth,  
   and the meditation of our hearts together
Be always acceptable in your sight, O Lord,  
   my Strength and my Redeemer.

Almighty God, you know that we have no power in our-
selves to help ourselves: Keep us both outwardly in our 
bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended 
from all adversities which may happen to the body, and 
from all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Wow-the collect for this Sunday, the third Sunday of Lent, 
could have been written for us in this very moment of the 
corona virus pandemic, and the fears associated with it that 
are spreading through our society, and indeed the world. We 
do need God’s protection both in our bodies and in our souls, 
from the danger of disease, “adversities which may happen to 
the body,” and from the perils of self-centeredness and fear and 
“all evil thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul.” We can 
all say a hearty “Amen” to that.

Lent is a hard road even when we are not facing a pandemic, 
for during Lent we must face not only our own suffering, but 
the suffering of others that we cause with our sin, supremely 
the suffering Jesus undertook to free us from that very suffering 
and death. In Lent we seek to learn how to travel this hard road 
with God so that we end up, as Paul does, in unfailing hope that 
marvels in God’s love and sure deliverance.

The lessons today give us two examples of people responding 
to God in the desert places: the people of Israel at Rephidim, 
and the Samaritan woman at the well outside Sychar, on the 
dusty travel route through Samaria. Both are on journeys of 
faith, but those journeys go very differently

The Israelites are on their way to the Promised Land, but they’re 
not there yet; they’re still somewhere on the Sinai Peninsula, 
so far from the land of milk and honey that the place doesn’t 
even have any water. This is a genuinely dangerous situation: 
humans can go with food for quite a while, but without water 
we can hold out only for about three days. So the Israelites 
are frightened. I would be, too, especially if I were a mother 
or grandmother there: my first reaction would be panic, too. 
But there is more to the Israelites’ reaction than justified fear:

there’s also blame-throwing, anger, and mistrust. They accuse 
Moses (and by implication, God) of bringing them out to the 
wilderness to die. They want to stone him, abandon the quest 
for the Promised Land, and return to Egypt. Faced with a new 
challenge, all they can see is danger.

They do not stop and say, “When have we been in danger be-
fore? What did God do for us then?” They do not look back at 
Egypt and marvel that God brought them out of that hideous 
slavery, that he parted the Red Sea for them, and led them to 
safety and freedom. They do not remember that when they 
were hungry, God provided manna fresh every morning. They 
forget that when they got bored with manna, God sent quail 
as well. They could have looked back at past danger points and 
said, “God got us through that. God will get us through this.” 
They do not allow their past experiences of God to build trust 
for the present crisis. Instead, they act like they have never seen 
God provide before; seized with fear, they cannot imagine God’s 
provision. The result is such fierce quarreling and testing that 
the place itself takes on the names “Quarrel” and “Testing”. In 
the end God provides the water they need, but their mistrust 
costs that generation their arrival in the Promised land; that 
will have to wait for their children and grandchildren.

Water is also the preoccupation in the story of Jesus and the 
Samaritan woman at the well. The story opens in the middle of 
the day, the hottest part of the day, when we all need a meal, 
something to drink, and a rest in the shade. Indeed, the disci-
ples have gone on into town to find some lunch, and Jesus sits 
down at the head of the well. The Samaritan woman has come 
out from town to draw water for her own household when she 
sees the stranger sitting there. He does a very surprising thing; 
he asks her for a drink. While it’s perfectly normal for Jesus, 
in real human need, to be thirsty, it was in no way perfectly 
normal for him to have asked her.

This is, in fact, a conversation that should not have happened: 
Jews and Samaritans, separated by centuries of mistrust, 
mistreatment, and mutual suspicion, did not share anything 
in common (much less share a drinking cup) and went out of 
their way to avoid each other. In fact, Jesus was doing something 
quite unusual in choosing to get to the Galilee by going through 
Samaria: most Jews would have crossed the Jordan and gone 
north through Gentile country instead. More broadly, it was 
then (and is now) a deep taboo for men to speak alone to women 
they didn’t know; one historian pointed out that Jesus should 
have withdrawn 20 feet from the well to demonstrate that it 
was safe for the woman to approach, draw her water, and leave. 
But Jesus doesn’t want her to leave; he wants to talk to her.

From that simple request for a drink develops a conversation 
that is surprising in its depth and range. The woman questions 
Jesus and argues with him; they engage with each other in 
thorny points of dispute in their histories and cultures. They 
speak frankly and openly with each other. She challenges his 
claim that he can give her water: he has no bucket and the 
well is deep, so where’s he going to get that living water? He 
challenges her personal life and her self- presentation: you have 
no husband, indeed! You’ve had five, and you’re not married to 



the man of the moment! She asks him about the most profound 
separation between Samaritans and Jews, and while he upholds 
the importance of the Jewish tradition (“salvation comes from 
the Jews”) Jesus also teaches her that true worship transcends 
geo-political and ethnic categories: true worship is worship 
of the spirit.

At every stage in their conversation, the Samaritan woman 
acknowledges what Jesus says and seeks to go further, to know 
more. She wants the living water that he offers. She’s not of-
fended when he describes her life; rather, she is liberated by 
his knowledge of her to recognize that Jesus is a prophet. She 
recognizes that he is revealing such important truths about God 
that he might even be the Messiah. In looking for a Messiah, 
the Samaritans were separate from the Jews in that they did 
not expect a king in David’s line, but rather hoped for a Mes-
siah who would be a new Moses, revealing more about how to 
live with God. And so to this Moses-honoring Samaritan Jesus 
reveals himself with the words spoken from the Burning Bush: 
“I am.” To this Other, this woman from a different and hostile 
culture, Jesus makes his boldest, barest self- revelation: I am 
the One who Is.

No wonder she jumps up, leaves her bucket, and runs to get her 
neighbors. Whatever her reputation had been with them, they 
respond to her well enough to go see Jesus for themselves; as he 
stays with them they come to faith in him as well. This woman 
has followed the path of Jesus’ other disciples: she has encoun-
tered Jesus and recognized him as Messiah. She left her water 
jar as the fishermen left their nets. She went to get others the 
way that Andrew brought Simon Peter and that Philip brought 
Nathanael. She is the reason that the Samaritans are in the early 
church, in the Johannine community of the Beloved Disciple. 
She is an apostolic witness to us, too: she is the occasion for 
Jesus’ self-revelation in the “I AM”.

She is an example for our faith, for our need for living water in 
the desert we’re in now. At every stage in their conversation, 
every step in her journey of faith, she accepts gladly what’s been 
given and seeks more. She builds trust by trusting. During times 
of suffering we trust so that we may become more trusting; 
that is, we deepen our life with God by trusting him at every 
point where we’re tempted not to. We build from suffering to 
endurance to character to hope, and our hope does not disap-
point us because God is faithful and God will provide for us. So 
shall we “be defended from all adversities which may happen 
to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 
hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Due to concern about the COVID-19 virus, the Bish-
op has directed that all public worship (weekday 
and Sunday) be canceled for the remainder of the 
month of March. Read Bishop Perry’s letter HERE

Later in the month the health situation will be reas-
sessed and an announcement will be made about 
services in April. 

Please stay home and stay healthy!

ALL services, meetings, rehearsals (play + music), 
events, and activities at St. Andrew’s have been 
CANCELED through March 31. At this point in time, 
the Breakfast continues to operate. 

The Church Office is closed through the end of 
March. Our staff will continue to work remotely 
to ensure that St. Andrew’s is able to maintain it’s 
ministry to the parish as best we are able. Any news 
or updates will be communicated via email and at 
standrewsaa.org.  

If you have questions or need assistance, we urge 
you to connect with our staff via email or by leaving 
them a voicemail at (734) 663-0518.

RECTOR: Fr. Alan Gibson 
agibson@standrewsaa.org, (ext. 201)

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR: Kathy McPherson 
kmcpherson@standrewsaa.org, (ext. 200)

FINANCE ADMINISTRATOR: Kim Tucker-Gray 
ktuckergray@standrewsaa.org, (ext. 207)

COMMUNICATIONS: Kate Riedel 
communications@standrewsaa.org, (ext. 208)

CHILDREN/YOUTH: Carol Ferguson 
caferguson@standrewsaa.org, (ext. 202)

MUSIC/ORGANIST: Deborah Friauff  
dfriauff@standrewsaa.org, (ext. 205)

BREAKFAST DIRECTOR: Morgan Battle 
breakfast@standrewsaa.org, (ext. 206)

To be added to the church’s email list, please contact Kathy 
McPherson at kmcpherson@standrewsaa.org. If you know of 
someone who does not receive our parish-wide emails, please 
give them a call and let them know what is happening! 
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