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Congratulations to our 2020 High School Graduates!
Ira Bennett, Laura Edwards, Andrew Hastings, Sophia Jackson, 

Natasha Loomis, Nico McCurrach, Stephanie McCurrach, Elizabeth Merz,
James Murphy, Claire Robinson, Carolyn Sackett, Charlie Slone, Sam Slone

An old Motown classic song “Ball of 
Confusion” released by the group The 
Temptations describes our world more 
so today than when it was released 
years ago.  Heading into a world full 
of contradictions, immense challeng-
es, and uncertainty can be a scary un-
dertaking to confront for sure. Yet, if 
we look to God’s enduring promises 
as our guiding light, we can rise up to 
confidently move forward to assert our 
humanity and head out on “The Road 
to Find Out.” (Cat Stevens)  As much as 
we are happy for and proud of your ac-
complishments and excited for this next 
chapter, we also recognize how much 
the world needs you. 

“We but mirror the world. All the 
tendencies present in the outer 
world are to be found in the world 
of our body. If we could change 
ourselves, the tendencies in the 
world would also change. As a man 
changes his own nature, so does 
the attitude of the world change 
towards him. This is the divine mys-
tery supreme. A wonderful thing it 
is and the source of our happiness. 
We need not wait to see what oth-
ers do.”  - Mahatma Gandhi

Often heard you can “be the change 
that you wish to see in the world” 
comes to mind.  We truly need you to 
courageously embrace this time in your 
lives as a defining moment and show 
the world how to live a meaningful life, 

grounded in the solid footing only your 
faith can provide. 
Our hope is that we have had a role 
in helping you to understand and 
strengthen the wonderful assurance 
that comes with God’s faith.  The cler-
gy, staff and parishioners of St Andrew’s 
stand with you at this significant time 
in your life and pray that you enjoy the 
quiet confidence in knowing that St. 
Andrew’s will always be your home.  
Know that each of you are loved and 
cherished!  Our parishioners eagerly 
await hearing about your adventures 
as your life story unfolds.
A gift bag with a few memorable items 
including a handmade prayer shawl will 
be given to the graduates along during 
a recognition ceremony adapted for the 
parking lot.  
A special thank you to our prayer shawl 
makers: Rachel Baird, Julie Case, Lor-
raine Field, Linda Hastings, Julie Lew-
is, Patricia Lyndale, Betty Mogensen, 
Elaine Mouradian, Lucy Richert, JoAn 
Wetzel, and Carole Wortley.  Their ever 
gracious and generous labor of love is 
likewise rewarded in the warmth, care 
and prayers interwoven into this per-
sonal gift.  We hope you treasure the 
shawls and shawl makers whose hearts 
reflect great love from the whole of St. 
Andrew’s for our graduates.

In faith, hope and love … always,
Carol Andrews-Ferguson



For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your 
welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.  - Jeremiah 29:11

Lord God, we ask for your almighty hand to be upon all those we recognize today. Bless 
their lives from this day on with goodness and love. Help them to stay true to their dreams, 
to use their gifts wisely, and to walk into the future with faith, hope, and great love. Amen.

Laura Edwards
Hello everyone! I will 
be attending Smith 
College in the fall 
looking to major in 
Environmental Sci-
ence, although this is 

subject to change. I hope to continue 
ballet and violin during my time there, 
and am looking forward to spending 
time in a campus research position.

Sophia Jackson
I will be attending 
Bard College Con-
servatory in New 
York on full-tuition 
scholarship to pursue 
the 5 year double- 
degree program.

Andrew Hastings
Andy plans to get a 
job through WISD. 
He is just happy to 
have graduated from 
high school and not 
thinking beyond that 
right now.

Stephanie McCurrach
Stephanie is going 
to attend Bowdoin 
College in Maine to 
study Environmental 
Sciences. She’ll also 
be playing field hock-
ey for Bowdoin.

Nico McCurrach
Nico is going to at-
tend University of 
Massachusetts, Am-
herst to study History 
and Political Science.

Natasha Loomis
Natasha is planning 
on attending Washt-
enaw Community 
College in the fall. 

Jack Murphy
Jack is going to the 
University of Michi-
gan in the fall. 

Claire Robinson
I will be taking a 
gap year and then 
attending Tuf ts 
University to study 
English and Ameri-
can Studies.

Charlie Slone (L)
Charlie is planning to 
attend Michigan State 
University. He was ac-
cepted into the Resi-
dential Business Com-
munity and plans to 
study Accounting at 
The Broad College of 
Business.   

Sam Slone (R)
Sam was accepted 

at Michigan State University and plans 
to start in the fall 2020.  He is looking 
forward to studying at Lyman Briggs 
College with a focus on science.

Carolyn Sackett
Carolyn Sackett is 
graduating from 
Ann Arbor Huron 
High’s International 
Baccalaureate pro-
gram. She will be at 

Eastern Michigan University’s Honors 
College this fall, living on campus, to 
study psychology.

Elizabeth Merz
Next year, I am going 
to Calvin University 
to go into nursing. 
I’m really looking 
forward to going into 
nursing and seeing 

where it takes me.  One fun thing that 
I’ve done during this time is I’ve kept in 
touch with my friends through writing 
letters to them.

Ira Bennett
Ira Bennett will be going into the Army 
while also earning some college credits.

Our 2020 graduates are 
an accomplished group of 
young adults! We asked 

them to share their post-high school 
plans with the parish as they transition 
to a new phase of their lives.
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Prelude: Veni Sancté Spiritus (Lux Eterna)  Morten Lauridsen (b. 1943)

Come, Holy Spirit, send forth the heavenly radiance of your light. Come, 
father of the poor, come, giver of gifts, come, light of the heart. Greatest 
comforter, sweet guest of the soul, sweet consolation. In labour, rest, in heat, 
temperance, in tears, solace. O most blessed light, fill the inmost heart of your 
faithful. Without your spirit, there is nothing in man,  nothing that is not 
harmful. Cleanse that which is unclean, water that which is dry, heal that 
which is wounded. Bend that which is inflexible, fire that which is chilled, 
correct what goes astray. Give to your faithful, those who trust in you, the 
sevenfold gifts. Grant the reward of virtue, grant the deliverance of salvation, 
grant eternal joy.

Hear the prelude as performed by the Chamber Choir of Europe:   
https://youtu.be/QBVibL6TfLM

The Collect 
O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by 
sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit 
to have a right judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy 
comfort; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Lesson: Acts 2:1-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in 
one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divid-
ed tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each 
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 
in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 
Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native lan-
guage? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 
parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs-- in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and 
said, “They are filled with new wine.”

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, 
“Men of Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 
listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 
only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel:

‘In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
 and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
 and your old men shall dream dreams.
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
 in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
 and they shall prophesy.
And I will show portents in the heaven above
 and signs on the earth below,
 blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness
 and the moon to blood,
 before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”

The Response: Psalm 104:25-35, 37b

Hear the entire psalm as performed by the Lincoln Cathedral Choir:  
https://youtu.be/FoNyERMOjpo

25  O Lord, how manifold are your works! *
 in wisdom you have made them all;
 the earth is full of your creatures.
26  Yonder is the great and wide sea
 with its living things too many to number, *
 creatures both small and great.
27  There move the ships,
 and there is that Leviathan, *
 which you have made for the sport of it.
28  All of them look to you *
 to give them their food in due season.

https://youtu.be/QBVibL6TfLM
https://youtu.be/QBVibL6TfLM
https://youtu.be/FoNyERMOjpo
https://youtu.be/FoNyERMOjpo
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29  You give it to them; they gather it; *
 you open your hand, and they are filled with good things.
30  You hide your face, and they are terrified; *
 you take away their breath,
 and they die and return to their dust.
31  You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *
 and so you renew the face of the earth.
32  May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; *
 may the Lord rejoice in all his works.
33  He looks at the earth and it trembles; *
 he touches the mountains and they smoke.
34  I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; *
 I will praise my God while I have my being.
35  May these words of mine please him; *
 I will rejoice in the Lord.
37  Bless the Lord, O my soul. *
 Hallelujah!

The Epistle: I Corinthians 12:3b-13
No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. Now there are 
varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, 
but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifesta-
tion of the Spirit for the common good. To one is given through the Spirit 
the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge ac-
cording to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another 
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to 
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another var-
ious kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these 
are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individu-
ally just as the Spirit chooses.

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of 
the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body-- Jews or Greeks, slaves or free-- 
and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.

The Gospel: John 20:19-23
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 
of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, 

Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After 
he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 
you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, 
he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.”

Anthem: Loquebantur Varies Linguis Thomas Tallis (c.1505-1585)

The Apostles spoke in many languages of the great works of God, as the Holy 
Spirit gave them the gift of speech, alleluia. They were all filled with the 
Holy Spirit and began to speak.

Hear the anthem as performed by the Tallis Scholars:  
https://youtu.be/83yNzuiZZ9Y

The Prayers
God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and 
confusing world: Show them that your ways give more life than the ways 
of the world, and that following you is better than chasing after selfish 
goals. Help them to take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a 
chance for a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in you, and 
to keep alive their joy in your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sermon  Fr. Alan Gibson

In the Name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

They were so sure they were right. That small band of apostles, gath-
ered in Jerusalem to celebrate the spring harvest festival, had been there 
before. But nothing like this had ever happened to them, and they would 
never be the same. The Book of Acts tells that a violent wind filled the 
house, and flickers of fire danced around the room, lighting on top of each 
person. They spoke in foreign languages. A crowd gathered to see what 
was going on and Peter told them about Jesus, and how a once-distant 
God was now approachable through him. The story goes on to say that 
three thousand people were immediately added to the small flock of be-
lievers.

Everyone who was there on that Pentecost, from those who’d known 
Jesus for three years, to travelers from far-off Libya who had heard of him 
for the first time that day – they were all convinced that God had acted 

https://youtu.be/83yNzuiZZ9Y
https://youtu.be/83yNzuiZZ9Y
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in their lives. They were absolutely certain. But how did they know they 
were right? How did they know it was God?

From Luke’s telling of the event, how could they doubt? It was so clear 
that a force greater than anything they had ever known was among them. 
There was the wind, the fire, the divinely inspired speech. It helps when 
there’s evidence, witnesses, proof. It dispels uncertainty and provides 
definition. And that can be a problem, especially when it comes to God, 
who defies definition and whose very nature creates doubt.

I’m sure Luke’s experience of the Holy Spirit making herself manifest was 
just as he told it. It must have been incredible, and clearly life-altering. 
But is God limited only to such dramatic methods of imparting the Spirit? 
If God is, then I’ve been left off the gift list. I imagine many of you have, 
too. Then what is it we have been given?

Part of my family came from a tradition that actively seeks holy wind and 
fire, that encourages its followers to speak in strange, divine languages. 
(Fortunately, snake handling never seems to have been part of the mix.) 
They were certain that these were the only authentic manifestations of the 
Holy Spirit because that’s the formula the Bible gives us. If these things 
happen it can be nothing but God in our midst, and I don’t doubt that they 
had an experience of the divine.

But I can’t believe that God’s spirit is limited to acting in one pattern de-
scribed in a few verses in the Book of Acts. As we heard in John’s gospel, 
he understood the gift of the Spirit as a more subtle and sustaining event 
used to empower the Church for a ministry of forgiveness and reconcilia-
tion that we strive to engage to this day. For others, it was more intimate. 
Elijah was reassured by a still, small voice in a time of great personal tur-
moil. The writer of Genesis saw the Spirit as creative and inherently good. 
The prophets were empowered by the Spirit to stand resolutely against 
injustice. There are even episodes in the scriptures when the Spirit moved 
those who didn’t even believe in God to carry out God’s will. To say the 
Spirit is one thing, acts in one way, is to risk missing all the other ways she 
can show us God.

One consistent trait that runs throughout humanity is that each of us 
knows when we are right, which in the minds of most of us, is most of the 
time. Even with all our individual quirks and phobias, self-doubt rarely 
runs in epidemic proportions within the human race. This is especially 
true among those who think they know God, how God acts, and what 
God wants. How much of the world’s human-made misery can be at-
tributed to those who are confident that God (however one defines “God”) 
is on their side? I would say all of it. Because even when self-centered 

motivations like greed or revenge are at the root of a conflict or struggle, 
someone has convinced themselves that they have Divine sanction to take 
such action, regardless of the consequences to others.

The contradictory convictions that grip our world are guaranteed to bring 
nothing but isolation, suffering and death. Few are brave enough to admit 
to possessing incomplete knowledge or even doubt. That is a very uncom-
fortable thing to live with. It’s hard to doubt well. It’s much easier being 
right, until disaster knocks you down.

When we hear the stories of our Faith, like what happened on the Day of 
Pentecost, or the many other pivotal events scripture records, what jumps 
off the page are the firm convictions that are voiced with absolute con-
fidence, saying, “I believe…” ‘I know this to be right.’ And maybe that’s 
where we as individual human beings begin to go off track with our own 
certainty. If what we believe is true, then we must acknowledge that the 
truth does not spring from us. It can’t, because as much as we don’t want 
to admit it, we are not perfect, and we are not without sin. If we are to 
know the truth, we must look somewhere else and let something other 
than our own egos guide us. That’s what those people allowed to happen 
on that first Pentecost. The Spirit showed them the way to the truth; they 
believed and acted. As did Elijah, the prophets, and countless others.

When asked what he meant by belief in the Holy Spirit, Martin Luther 
said, “I believe that by my own reason or strength I cannot believe in Jesus 
Christ … or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me through the 
Gospel, enlightened me with gifts, and sanctified and preserved me in 
true faith … daily and abundantly forgives my sins … and on the last day 
will raise me … and will grant eternal life to me in Christ. This is most 
certainly true.”

“Most certainly true” … a truth that came not from Luther’s ambitions, 
or foibles, or phobias, which like ours, were many; but from God living in 
him through the life of the Spirit. That’s the only certainty that is true and 
reliable. Human certainties come and go. They may do good, but they can 
also do great harm.

When we say, “I believe,” what has led us to that certainty? How can we 
know we are right? Only with God’s help can we know for sure.

Postlude: Pentecost Suite (L’Orgue Mystique) Charles Tournemire (1870-1939)
5. Fantaisie/Choral

Hear the postlude as performed by Georges Delvallée:   
https://youtu.be/GIDJ2iTWFEI

https://youtu.be/GIDJ2iTWFEI
https://youtu.be/GIDJ2iTWFEI


We look forward to seeing you online!

REMINDER: The Church building remains CLOSED
While many of you have keys to the church, we must reemphasize that the 
church is closed. Please do not let yourself into any part of the church for any 
reason unless you are coming to serve Breakfast or have received permission 
directly from Fr. Alan. A few staff members are coming in on a very infrequent 
basis to maintain basic operations of the church. It is vital that we limit access 
to our buildings in order to keep everyone well and as safe as possible. 

Recognizing Our St. Andrew’s Community!
JUNE 7:    Music at St. Andrew’s   
JUNE 14:  The Church School
JUNE 21:  Volunteers

Directory Updates Needed
In the last year, did you or members of your household... 

 f Move to a new house, apartment, or condo?  
Let us know your new mailing address!

 f Disconnect your landline? 
Please be sure to give the office your cell phone 
number so that we can reach you.

 f Switch to a new cell phone number?  
Don’t forget to tell us whose cell phone it is.

 f Have a child?  
Congratulations on your new addition!  
We’d love to know their name and birth date.

 f Change your preferred email address?  
If you’d like to be added to our email list for par-
ish announcements and eService Bulletins, please 
let Kathy know.

If you need to update any part of your directory listing - please 
email Kathy at kmcpherson@standrewsaa.org.
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AVAILABLE NOW:AVAILABLE NOW:
Summer 2020 IssueSummer 2020 Issue

NetworkNetwork
TheThe

CLICK TO READ THE LATEST ISSUE OF CLICK TO READ THE LATEST ISSUE OF THE NETWORKTHE NETWORK

We may not be seeing each other face to face 
every week right now, but we hope you will 
join us for a special message and recognition!

mailto:kmcpherson@standrewsaa.org
https://standrewsaa.org/uploads/File/Network_JJA20.pdf

