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Dear friends: 

We have just celebrated an Independence Day like no other. There was much talk 
of “freedom” and people exercising it in a variety of ways, some respectfully, some 
not. In the coming months talk of freedom will intensify. A beautiful gift will be 
the cause of much conflict. This is inevitable in our society. The scriptures (ours 
and those of other faiths) and its commentators have a lot to say on the subject 
of freedom. I’d like to share one such commentary from Frederick Buechner from 
his “Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC.”

“A man has freedom to the degree that the master whom he obeys grants it to 
him in return for his obedience. He does well to choose a master in terms of how 
much he gets for how much obedience.

To obey the law of the land leaves him his constitutional freedom but not the 
freedom to follow his own conscience wherever it leads.

To obey the dictates of his own conscience leaves him freedom from the sense of 
moral guilt but not the freedom to gratify his own strongest appetites.

To obey his strongest appetites for drink, sex, power, revenge, or whatever, leaves 
him the freedom of an animal to take what he wants when he wants it but not 
the freedom of a man to be human.

The old prayer speaks of God, “in whose service is perfect freedom.” The paradox 
is not as opaque as it sounds. It means that to obey Love himself, who above all 
else wishes us well, leaves us freedom to be the best and gladdest that we have 
it in us to become. The only freedom Love denies us is the freedom to destroy 
ourselves.”   pp. 29-30

In having the freedom to make choices for ourselves, perhaps the most important 
choice we will make in our lives is in choosing which master we will obey, for we 
all have one. Only a fool would not recognize that. If your master does not help 
you become “the best and gladdest” that is within you to become, perhaps it’s 
time to exercise your true freedom and reconsider who it is you will follow.

God bless, Fr. Alan

Navigating this Service
A “full text” pdf of St. Andrew’s Morning Prayer is available HERE or you can follow 
along with the service using the Book of Common Prayer, starting with page 75. 

https://www.standrewsaa.org/uploads/File/eService_MorningPrayer.pdf


Watch this service on YouTube: 
Sunday, July 12 at 10:00 am

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkK2EnnuhP_EECpxvvjO_zw

Then join us for Coffee Hour on Zoom:  
Sunday, July 12 at 10:45 am

Log-in information for this Zoom  meeting can be found in the Saturday ‘Service  
Links’ email  or you can send an email to Fr. Alan:   agibson@standrewsaa.org. 

We look forward to seeing you online!

Announcements
As we enter Phase 2 of the plan to reopen 
churches, a revised directive has been is-
sued by the Diocese. (The entire plan is 
available here.) If you read through the 
plan carefully you will see that there are 
clear limits on the number of people who 
can gather in the church for services, as 
well as stringent sanitizing procedures that 
must be followed. 

With these requirements in mind, and with 
the fact that the Covid-19 virus is still ac-
tive, and no proven treatment or vaccine is 
available, St. Andrew’s will not reopen the 
building for public worship at this time. 
The Breakfast will continue as a take-out 
service, as it has been since March.

As much as I would love to return to wor-
shiping with you in person, that does not 
seem prudent right now. As the summer 
progresses, we will continue to reevaluate 
our options and make adjustments as they 
are warranted. In the meantime, I hope you 
will join us on Sunday mornings at 10:00 
am for a service from the church, followed 
by a Zoom Coffee Hour at 10:45 am. The 
eService Bulletins and Church School Faith 
At Home will continue to be made avail-
able each week.

Fr. Alan

Give Online with WeShare
Did you know you can pay your pledge 
or give a general offering to St. Andrew’s 
online? Visit https://standrewsaa. 
weshareonline.org to set up recurring or 
one-time donations!

Automatic Withdrawal  
of Offerings (ACH)
ACH is established for St. Andrew’s  
through Bank of Ann Arbor (BoAA). 
There is no cost to you for using this 
service and you do not have to have an 
account with BoAA. ACH withdrawal is 
made once per month, mid-month, and 
has the fewest service or transaction fees 
of any online giving option.

If you are interested in establishing ACH 
as your giving method please visit  
https://standrewsaa.org/donate.html to 
download our ACH form.  

The completed form and a copy of 
a voided check can be mailed to the 
church or emailed (including an image of 
the voided check!) to our Finance Admin-
istrator at ktuckergray@standrewsaa.org.  
All information will be safeguarded to 
retain confidentiality. 

 standrewsaa.org     instagram @standrewsaa     YOUTUBE St. Andrew’s YouTube Channel
Permission to reprint/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-718890. 
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Prelude: Air (Orchestral Suite no. 3 in D Major, BWV 1068) 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Opening Hymn: O Day of Radiant Gladness Hymnal, no. 48
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Opening Sentences Book of Common Prayer, pg. 78

Confession Book of Common Prayer, pg. 79

Preces Hymnal, no. S-33
Book of Common Prayer, pg. 80

Invitatory  Book of Common Prayer, pg. 82

Venite Hymnal, no. S-34
Book of Common Prayer, pg. 88

Psalm 65:9-14
9  You visit the earth and water it abundantly;
 you make it very plenteous; *
 the river of God is full of water.

10  You prepare the grain, *
 for so you provide for the earth.

11  You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; *
 with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.

12  You crown the year with your goodness, *
 and your paths overflow with plenty.

13  May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, *
 and the hills be clothed with joy.

14  May the meadows cover themselves with flocks,
 and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; *
 let them shout for joy and sing.

Old Testament: Isaiah 55:10-13
As the rain and the snow come down from heaven,
 and do not return there until they have watered the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout,
 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
 it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose,
 and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
For you shall go out in joy,
 and be led back in peace;
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the mountains and the hills before you
 shall burst into song, 
 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.
Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle;
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
 for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Canticle: A Song of Creation Hymnal, no. S-228
Book of Common Prayer, pg. 88

The Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, 
saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds 
fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds 
fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds 
fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, 
some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!”

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 
what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what 
was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and im-
mediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures 
only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the 
word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and 
the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and under-
stands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty.”

Sermon  Fr. Alan Gibson

In the Name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Four months of a pandemic. Four months of being at home, and little 
where else. Four months of being deprived of familiar activities and places 
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we once took for granted. It’s been a long four months, and even though 
things are easing up a little for us here the perils of rushing back out into 
the world are clear, as can be seen in many other places. We are not even 
close to being done with this virus.

On Friday evenings, I sometimes join a Zoom call with friends from 
college. Many of us haven’t been in touch for nearly 40 years and a lot has 
changed in that time. Our once tight-knit group has scattered – Houston, 
Los Angeles, New York, Chicago, Sao Paulo, Miami, Tucson, and Ann 
Arbor. We talk about the changes in our lives and how we are coping, or 
not, with this new reality. It’s been tough on everyone

So far, we are still among the lucky ones with good health, homes, jobs, 
a full refrigerator and a few more pounds than we thought we would be 
carrying this time last year. As a group we are truly fortunate, and we 
need to remind ourselves of that more than we do. Yet this doesn’t erase 
the anxiety that we all share over what the future will look like, the 
frustration with plans for our lives, careers, and families put on hold, and 
for the fears that the unknown always hold as we seem stuck in an endless 
treading of water, fearful that we might lose nearly everything, as some 
people have. I’m sure my circle of acquaintances are not the only people 
feeling this way.

We know that no matter how bad we think things are or might become, 
in so many ways we are still much better off than people in most of the 
rest of the world. Even with all the challenges and restrictions we face we 
continue to live in the midst of abundance. Some may try to convince us 
that our freedoms, our rights are under threat. But what thinking person 
would ever advocate putting someone else’s health at risk as a “right?” 
What legal or moral system defines “freedom” as the total disregard for 
our neighbor? Yet some powerful voices say we deserve to have it “our 
way.” After all, we’ve worked hard for what we have. We’ve earned it. 
And we should be feeling very put out when we don’t get all that we think 
we have coming to us, so we are told.

I can’t imagine an attitude more destructive or selfish right now. This 
misguided sense of deserving is the source of much of what is tearing at 
our society when we should be pulling together, caring for the health and 
well-being of all people. We live in the midst of abundance, yet a “me-
first” attitude leaves no place for anyone to prosper. For people of faith 
this creates an enormous responsibility to refocus our attention on what 
abundance actually is.

Abundance is supposed to make things better, but just a cursory look at 
our society, that enjoys so much even now, draws that assumption into 



St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Ann Arbor  ·  Proper 10 7

question. If we think of abundance in terms of things, and services, and 
comforts that enhance our lives, then what kind of lives are we creating 
for ourselves? For those fortunate enough to have stayed well and secure 
during this pandemic there have been a lot of new and difficult things to 
deal with that we will be happy to leave behind once we safely can.

But do we really want to go back to how things were four months ago? 
Lives of long, stressful workdays. Lives where meals are often eaten alone, 
on the run. A wasteful discarding of things replaced by other things whose 
only distinction is their newness. Crazy schedules kept in order to achieve 
and maintain a lifestyle that can vanish as quickly as a bubble can burst. 
Communities that are defined by barriers of economics and race rather 
than by basic humanity. Is that what we want? This time of pandemic has 
forced us to look at ourselves and life differently. What have we learned? 
What do we value, now?

In the parable of the sower we hear of unlimited resources used extrav-
agantly and a bountiful harvest as examples of God’s abundance. Those 
images are somewhat lost on us, who, in a global comparison, can enjoy 
a banquet every night, who rarely worry about running out of any thing 
that can’t easily be replaced. (We can even find toilet paper now!) The 
expressions of God’s abundance in the scriptures aren’t about things. The 
overflowing plenty, the fruitful harvests are just window dressing for the 
true nature of abundance, which is God’s goodness making us God’s peo-
ple, united with each other and God.

If we look for satisfaction only in what our own might, and wit, and indus-
try can provide us, then we will be little more than disposable creatures 
who are as forgettable as the last gadget or computer program you updat-
ed. God’s goodness gives us something we can’t get, or make, or create 
for ourselves: an identity, a place at God’s table, a fulfillment that no 
thing, or wealth of things, can ever provide. The scriptures speak in terms 
of food, water, and harvests – all very potent images for a desert dwelling 
people. Bodily hunger was a universal issue in biblical times, but even 
those people knew that there is more to life than a full stomach. We can 
take such things for granted, so our notion of abundance may need some 
retuning, because what is commonly held up to us as abundance certainly 
doesn’t feed our souls very well. Abundance is a mark of our identification 
as God’s children. Is that how we want to be identified? As belonging to 
something greater than us, something beyond “me”? Or do we prefer to 
be known as just possessors of things lesser than ourselves?

“A sower went out to sow. And he sowed some seeds” in us. What can the 
sower expect to get from that gracious investment?
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Apostles Creed Book of Common Prayer, pg. 96

The Prayers

Collect of the Day 
O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, 
and grant that they may know and understand what things they ought to 
do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Anthem: Doch der Herr, Er Leitet, Op. 112, no. 1 
Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809-1847)

But the Lord shall guide those who have lost their way. He will show the way 
to all God-fearing people. You will show them the true path, and their souls 
shall live in glory. For the Lord will guide those who have lost their way. 

General Thanksgiving Book of Common Prayer, pg. 101

Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Concluding Versicle Hymnal, no. S-54

Closing Hymn: Almighty God Your Word is Cast Hymnal, no. 588

Postlude: All’Offertorio  Domenico Zipoli (1688-1726)


