
Prelude:  Bourée Anglaise (Partita in a minor, BWV 1013) 
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Amy Porter, Flute

Pulpit Talk Patricia Bard

Opening Hymn: O Bless the Lord, My Soul Hymnal, no. 411

Outreach to the community: 
The Breakfast Program has been 
open without interruption

	Church at Home: Sunday 
Morning Prayer on YouTube 
broadcasts from the church

		Morning Prayer is mailed to our 
shut-in parishioners weekly

 Faith at Home: Lessons are sent 
to Church School families weekly

Virtual meetings are under
way, including Sunday Coffee 
Hour and Bible Study

		Our website, standrewsaa.org,
 has a new mobile-friendly look 


	 Emails with service links are sent 

on Wednesdays and Saturdays

	Construction has begun in prepa-
ration for the new organ alongside 
vital maintenance projects

We've been busy since we last saw you!We've been busy since we last saw you!

"The gifts of God for the people of God."
- Book of Common Prayer, p. 364

For the past six months of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, we have worked 
to adapt how we communicate, edu-
cate, worship, and maintain commu-
nity while we remain physically apart. 

Over the next few weeks we will be 
shining a light on ministries and par-
ish life at St. Andrew's and asking for 
your financial support during these 
trying times.

During this time we are asking 
you to prayerfully consider:

• What brought you to St. Andrew's?

• What does our church  
family and ministry mean  
in your life?

• How can you respond, as gen-
erously as you are able, to help 
maintain our church home 
and ministries?

SEPTEMBER 20, 2020SEPTEMBER 20, 2020

Supporting  
Ministry at 
St. Andrew’s

2021 ANNUAL GIVING2021 ANNUAL GIVING

  

Watch this service  
on YouTube

Sunday, September 20  
at 10:00 am

SERVICE LINK: https://www.you-
tube.com/channel/UCkK2EnnuhP_
EECpxvvjO_zw

Then join us for  
Coffee Hour on Zoom!

Sunday, September 20  
at 10:45 am
Log-in information for this Zoom  meet-
ing can be found in the Saturday ‘Service  
Links’ email  or you can send an email to Fr. 
Alan:   agibson@standrewsaa.org. 

Navigating this Service: A “full text” pdf of our Morning Prayer is available HERE 
or you can follow the service using the Book of Common Prayer, starting with page 75.
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Opening Sentences Book of Common Prayer, pg. 78

Confession Book of Common Prayer, pg. 79

Preces Hymnal, no. S-33
Book of Common Prayer, pg. 80

Invitatory  Book of Common Prayer, pg. 80

Venite Hymnal, no. S-34
Book of Common Prayer, pg. 82

Psalm 145:1-8
1  I will exalt you, O God my King, *
 and bless your Name for ever and ever.

2  Every day will I bless you *
 and praise your Name for ever and ever.

3  Great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; *
 there is no end to his greatness.

4  One generation shall praise your works to another *
 and shall declare your power.

5  I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty *
 and all your marvelous works.

6  They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts, *
 and I will tell of your greatness.

7  They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; *
 they shall sing of your righteous deeds.

8  The Lord is gracious and full of compassion, *
 slow to anger and of great kindness.

Old Testament: Jonah 3:10-4:11
When God saw what the people of Nineveh did, how they turned from 
their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said 
he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.

But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to 
the Lord and said, “O Lord! Is not this what I said while I was still in my 
own country? That is why I fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for I knew 
that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding 
in steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O Lord, 

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Ann Arbor  ·  Proper 20 2

The financial impact ofThe financial impact of  
Covid-19 at St. Andrew'sCovid-19 at St. Andrew's
The 2020 budget of $1,010,094  
was approved in December 2019

	 While receiving a PPP loan  
has helped offset the cost of 
staff salaries, Administration -  
including staff salaries and 
benefits - accounts for 
$232,321 (23%) of our budget


	 Without in-person services our 

plate income is more than 
$27,000 behind budget


	 2020 pledge payments have 

fallen $11,767 behind budget

It is your continued financial 
support to the parish which 
allows us to maintain the level 
of ministry and worship we  
currently enjoy in a new,  
socially distant format. 



St. Andrew’s 2020 Budget:St. Andrew’s 2020 Budget:  $1,010,094$1,010,094
Pledge 
$850,000 (84%)
Annual Giving  
by Parishioners

Plate 
$60,000 (6%)
Weekly Cash Offering

Other Revenue 
$39,000 (4%)
Holy Day Offerings,  
Unspecified One  
Time Gifts

Special Funds 
$61,094 (6%)
Deficit Reduction, 
Transfer of Prior  
Year Surplus

Building & Grounds
$282,826 (28%)

Administration 
$232,321 (23%)

Worship & Music
$222,220 (22%)

Christian  
Formation
$111,110 (11%)

Wider Church  
Support &  
Social Justice
 $101,009 (10%)

Pastoral Care 
$60,605 (6%)



please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live.” And 
the Lord said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” Then Jonah went out of the 
city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He 
sat under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give 
shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very 
happy about the bush. But when dawn came up the next day, God appoint-
ed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. When the sun rose, 
God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of 
Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better 
for me to die than to live.”

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” 
And he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are 
concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did 
not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should 
I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more 
than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right 
hand from their left, and also many animals?”

Canticle: A Song of Creation Hymnal, no. S-228
Book of Common Prayer, pg. 88

The Gospel: Matthew 20:1-16
Jesus said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early 
in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the 
laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When 
he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-
place; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay 
you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon 
and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went 
out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you 
standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired 
us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, 
the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and 
give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ 
When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual 
daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive 
more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when 
they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These 
last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one 

Last Year's Campaign
For 2020, 43 percent 

of the parish's 615 households  
pledged an average of $3,097.

We received 264 Pledges
for a total of $817,256. 

Of those pledges:

25
New  

Pledges

23  
Decreased  

from 2019

100
Increased  

from 2019

114 
No Change 

from 2019

2019 Easter Service2019 Easter Service

Email Us
Your Pledge!
Send a photo of your  
completed pledge card to 
pledge@standrewsaa.org

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Ann Arbor  ·  Proper 20 3



of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for 
the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to 
this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose 
with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So 
the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

Sermon  Fr. Alan Gibson

In the Name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

The Covid pandemic has upended a lot of what we depend on, or that we 
just take for granted, in our lives. It has caused us to search for certainties 
in ways we never have. That search tends to focus on the unavoidable neg-
ativities of life, and that has not changed in our time. In addition to Death 
and Taxes, another certainty of Life is that Life isn’t Fair.

Today’s lessons highlight how irritating that certainty is, and how much 
that irritation can rob of us of the joy of living in a way that Death and 
Taxes don’t.

In one of his much-used images to describe the kingdom of heaven, Jesus 
tells a story of harvest time. In an age-old ritual a farmer goes to town 
before dawn to hire day laborers to help with the work. A standard wage 
is agreed upon and the workday begins, but then the job turns out to be 
more than the first group of laborers can handle. So, the farmer returns to 
town and hires more help. Before the day is over, he’s made several trips 
and hired a lot of extra workers.

When it comes time to settle up the day’s wages it must have come as a 
pleasant surprise to those who worked only an hour or two to receive 
a full day’s wage. The last group to get paid, those who worked the full 
twelve hours, and who bore the burden and heat of the day, thought they 
would get something extra for their efforts. They were wrong. They got 
exactly what they were promised. Which was exactly the same thing ev-
eryone else got. Nothing more; nothing less. ‘It’s my money, I’ll do with it 
as I please,’ says the landowner with the payroll.

That can’t be fair when some did much more than others, and it’s not. 
When that happens in our working environment it is very irritating. Our 
sense of justice is violated, and rightly so. But Jesus is saying we cannot 
expect God to reward us based on our sense of our own worth. Or more 
precisely, on our sense of another person’s lack of worthiness. God’s 
rewards are based on a sense of mercy, not a level of merit, certainly not 
our sense of merit. And since God has only one reward to give, it is given 
to everyone, equally. That may sound unfair, but I’d rather find myself 
on the receiving end of God’s mercy than God’s justice. God’s sense of 

fairness is not like ours. If it were, who would measure up? Who would 
feel cheated then?

Every person in that vineyard was given a job to do, they did it, and 
received what they were promised. What none of them counted on was 
someone who did business with his own sense of fairness and justice, 
which might not correspond to their own. God’s love is such that God 
willingly allows us to take advantage of it. Now who’s being cheated? Not 
any of us.

If we worship a God who gives everything for our salvation, who are we 
to tell God how to distribute that gift to others in the manner God choos-
es? God doesn’t make any promises other than to love us as we are. If any-
one thinks they should get more than that, they will likely go through life 
extremely disappointed not realizing how blessed they already are. Our 
sense of judgment can blind us to the gracious truth that God loves all of 
us, even those whom we might deem unworthy or undeserving.

That’s the trap Jonah fell into when he went to preach to the people of 
Nineveh. He didn’t really care about the thousands of residents of that 
city. He had condemned them before he even got there. So what if they 
repented and asked for God’s mercy, even though that was the goal of his 
preaching, the exact reason God sent him in the first place? It may sound 
crazy, but Jonah wanted to fail so that he could prove that his sense of 
justice was right, and God’s mercy was wrong. In Jonah’s estimation the 
people of Nineveh were wicked and deserved destruction. Evil must be 
punished. It’s only fair to those who have always been so good. He didn’t 
count on his righteousness being trumped by God’s love, and he was very 
irritated by it. To Jonah, that was not playing by the rules. It was not fair.

For the workers toiling in the sun in Jesus’ parable and for Jonah baking 
under a dead, shade-less bush it was about Love, and who controls access 
to it. To their great irritation they learned that they didn’t. They also 
learned that Love is many things, but it is never fair. Love leave us open 
to being hurt, betrayed, and cheated out of what is rightfully ours. Jesus 
might have felt the same way as he hung on the cross.

We could never ask God for what we’ve been given in Christ. All we can 
do is be thankful that God doesn’t share our sense of fairness, but that 
God loves all of us. There’s no need to be angry or envious. None of us 
will be cheated, and we can be certain that God will never take advan-
tage of us. But there is a divine hope that we will take advantage of God, 
so we can find all that we seek in the love God gives. Does that sense of 
divine permissiveness irritate us? Or does its certainty give us a sense of 
unspeakable joy?
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Apostles Creed Book of Common Prayer, pg. 96

The Prayers

Collect of the Day 
Grant us, Lord, not to be anxious about earthly things, but to love things 
heavenly; and even now, while we are placed among things that are pass-
ing away, to hold fast to those that shall endure; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen.

Anthem: Die welt mit allen Königreichen, BWV 59 J.S. Bach

The world with all its Kingdoms, the world with all its glory cannot be 
compared with this glory with which our God makes us glad: that his 
throne is within our hearts and there he dwells as in heaven. Ah, God, how 
blessed we are now, how blessed we shall then be, when after this time on 
earth, we shall live with you in heaven.

General Thanksgiving Book of Common Prayer, pg. 101

Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Concluding Versicle Hymnal, no. S-54

Closing Hymn: Come, Labor On Hymnal, no. 541

Upcoming Events
Sunday, September 20
Virtual Church School
8:45 am on Zoom

Morning Prayer 
10:00 am on YouTube

Virtual Coffee Hour  
10:45 am on Zoom

Wednesday, September 23
Handbell Rehearsal
6:30 pm in the Church

Virtual Youth Groups
7pm MS / 8pm HS  on Zoom

Thursday, September 24
Bible Study 
10:00 am on Zoom

Cherub Handchimes
4:30 pm in the Church

Jr. Handbell Choir
5:15 pm in the Church

Adult Choir Virtual Rehearsal
7:15 pm on Zoom

Sunday, September 27
Virtual Church School
8:45 am on Zoom

Morning Prayer 
10:00 am on YouTube

Virtual Coffee Hour  
10:45 am on Zoom

Generations Y + Z Brunch 
12:30 pm on Zoom

Masks are required for all in-person events

Announcements
Generations Y + Z Brunch 
Formerly known as Millennial Brunch Group
We’ve rebranded!  We’re still a space for the 
young(ish) set but all are most welcome - our gen-
erational delineations are not hard and fast. Join 
us for brunch on Zoom on Sunday, September 27 
at 12:30 pm. Contact Bill Bryan (williamabryan@
gmail.com) to RSVP or learn more.

Virtual Bishop Visit!
Tuesday, September 29 at 6:00 pm
Bishop Bonnie Perry is making a ‘virtual visit’ to 
St. Andrew’s on Tuesday, September 29 via Zoom!

Meeting Link: https://edomi-org.zoom.
us/j/85192501371?pwd=d0ZoT0o3aDB 
sampleTgvY2RyYjR4QT09 
Meeting ID: 851 9250 1371
Passcode: 4800929

Permission to stream the music in this service  
obtained  from ONE LICENSE, License #A-718890. 
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2021 ANNUAL GIVING
We have heard from 51% of our Early 
Givers. A total of 22 families have 
committed $178,600 for 20% of  
the $900,000 goal for 2021.

Postlude: Corrente (Partita in a minor, BWV 1013) J.S Bach

Amy Porter, Flute
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