
Prelude: Improvisation no. 8 in a minor, FP 63 Francis Poulenc (1899-1963)
Minji Kim, Piano

Stewardship Talk Ann Garvin

Opening Hymn: Lord Christ, When First Thou Cam’st Hymnal, no. 598

Watch this service  
on YouTube

Sunday, October 4  
at 10:00 am

SERVICE LINK:  
https://www.yotube.com/channel/
UCkK2EnnuhP_EECpxvvjO_zw

Then join us for  
Coffee Hour on Zoom!

Sunday, October 4  
at 10:45 am
Log-in information for this Zoom  meet-
ing can be found in the Saturday ‘Service  
Links’ email  or you can send an email to Fr. 
Alan:   agibson@standrewsaa.org. 

Navigating this Service: A “full text” pdf of our Morning Prayer is available HERE 
or you can follow the service using the Book of Common Prayer, starting with page 75.
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	The exterior stonework on 
Page Hall and Parish Hall has 
been repaired and tuck-pointed

	Water ingress in the Rainbow 
Room and Lower Ed hallway 
has been abated and repaired

	Two stained glass windows have 
been restored and reinstalled in 
the church

The organ was decommis-
sioned and removed in July

	Repaired and repainted the south 
side clerestory window frames

	 Replaced multiple sections of 
pipes and plumbing

D	 The Breakfast received a grant 
to install a new hand-washing 
sink in the Parish Hall lobby

	The entire building was given a 
deep cleaning

We've been busy with: 
Building & GroundsBuilding & Grounds

Caring for Our Sacred Space
Our building has been home to gen-
erations of faithful parishioners. It is 
historic and beautiful - and very costly 
to repair and maintain! Fortunately, 
our scheduled maintenance and 
construction projects have continued 
uninterrupted. 

We budget for fixed costs like utilities, 
insurance and maintenance contracts, 
but when 70 year-old pipes corrode, 
fixing it just can’t wait until the next 
budget year!

What we do here is important, some-
times in surprising ways. St. Andrew’s 
is a very special place, not only for 
its gothic arches and stained glass, 
as well as endless cups of coffee and 
the fellowship that is fostered, but in 
what it can inspire in people young 
and old and in between. It takes all of 
us, doing and giving what we can, to 
maintain and advance the ministries 
that shape and define our life in faith 
that is fed from this sacred space.

OCTOBER 4, 2020OCTOBER 4, 2020

Building 
& Grounds
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Opening Sentences Book of Common Prayer, pg. 78

Confession Book of Common Prayer, pg. 79

Preces Hymnal, no. S-33
Book of Common Prayer, pg. 80

Invitatory  Book of Common Prayer, pg. 80

Venite Enriching Our Worship, no. 159
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CAUTION: Construction Zone!
Some of the work being done at St. Andrew's is quite  
obvious, but many of our vital maintenance projects  
will go unnoticed once we return to in-person worship.
Top Row:  Organ console*, organ pipe removal*, clerestory window repairs

2nd Row:  Lower Ed (food storage) hallway renovation

3rd Row:  Stained glass windows removed for restoration, Rainbow Room 
exterior waterproofing, Cloister hall plaster repairs

4th Row:  Rusted pipes, Rainbow Room waterproofing, tuck-pointing Parish Hall

 *Paid for by the Organ Fund Psalm 80:7-14
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; *
 show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

8  You have brought a vine out of Egypt; *
 you cast out the nations and planted it.

9  You prepared the ground for it; *
 it took root and filled the land.

10  The mountains were covered by its shadow *
 and the towering cedar trees by its boughs.

11  You stretched out its tendrils to the Sea *
 and its branches to the River.

12  Why have you broken down its wall, *
 so that all who pass by pluck off its grapes?

13  The wild boar of the forest has ravaged it, *
 and the beasts of the field have grazed upon it.

14  Turn now, O God of hosts, look down from heaven;
 behold and tend this vine; *
 preserve what your right hand has planted.



Old Testament: Isaiah 5:1-7
Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My 
beloved had a vineyard on a very fertile hill. He dug it and cleared it of 
stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the 
midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, 
but it yielded wild grapes. And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people 
of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. What more was there to 
do for my vineyard that I have not done in it? When I expected it to yield 
grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? And now I will tell you what I will 
do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will 
break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. I will make it a waste; 
it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and 
thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it. For 
the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of 
Judah are his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; 
righteousness, but heard a cry!

Canticle: The First Song of Isaiah Hymnal, no. S-213
Book of Common Prayer, pg. 86

The Gospel: Matthew 21:33-46
Jesus said, “Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted 
a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watch-
tower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When 
the harvest time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his 
produce. But the tenants seized his slaves and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first; and 
they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 
‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, they said 
to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheri-
tance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. 
Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those ten-
ants?” They said to him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, 
and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the produce at 
the harvest time.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:
‘The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes’?
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Beautiful Blooms
While we are working to 
maintain the building, our 
hardworking volunteer  
gardeners continue to keep 
our many gardens looking 
beautiful in all seasons. 



Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who 
falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on 
whom it falls.”

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized 
that he was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they 
feared the crowds, because they regarded him as a prophet.

Sermon  Fr. Alan Gibson

In the Name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.

Today is the Feast of St. Francis and I would like to step away from devastat-
ed landscapes and brutality that the lectionary gives us. You can turn to your 
newsfeed if you want that. Today, as a break from some of the nightmares 
playing out around us, I want to talk for a moment about dreams.

Did you ever have a dream for yourself? Was there something that you 
longed to be or do, to the core of your being? Has it happened? Have you 
lived out your dream?

As a young man I dreamt of becoming a professional singer. Instead, I got a 
pulpit and an altar, along with plenty of opportunities to spin out a melody. 
Since I now can’t imagine doing anything other than what I have the privi-
lege of doing every day, I can say it’s all been a pretty good deal for me, for 
which I’m thankful.

But the big dream of our youth isn’t the only dream we might have. There 
are others centered about family and interests that shape our lives in obvious 
ways. There’s also one dream that all people of faith share, whether we real-
ize it or not. We probably don’t think about it much and we certainly don’t 
talk about it; if we did people would think we’re crazy, and they’d probably 
be right. Fulfilling this dream doesn’t require talent, or determination, or 
even goodness, just honesty. Being honest with yourself and with God. Hon-
est that we don’t have it all figured out, that we are not the masters of our 
bodies or our souls, that we need something more, to be someone more, 
than we currently are. The person who is that honest is on the road to, is 
dreaming of, becoming a Saint.

Of course, such a person doesn’t realize that about themselves, but others 
often recognize it about them. These dreamers respond to what is in front of 
them the best way that they can, without hesitation or question. The Mother 
Theresa’s of the world, with their tireless compassion and singular sense of 
purpose, fall into this category. When we see them, they usually elicit one 
of two reactions from us. We either deeply, and maybe a little resentfully, 
admire them, saying, ‘Isn’t that wonderful! But I could never do that my-

self.’ And we determine that the dream of sainthood would be a nightmare 
for us. Or, we ask what motivates someone to do that, to become a Mother 
Theresa? And we wonder and begin to examine our lives.

Few of the people we think of as Saints ever set out to become one. Mary 
was a teenager looking forward to her wedding and possibly having a family, 
when she received an unusual message. Paul, when he was still just Saul, was 
ambitious, hungry for power and the purity of the Law. He could have gone 
far in his field had it not been for all that light on the Damascus Road. Au-
gustine on the other hand, liked a good time and half-heartedly wanted to 
be a scholar until a voice told him to pick up Bible and read it. And Francis, 
who we remember today, only wanted two things: Personal glory and not to 
grow up to be like his father. In that regard he was not unlike many young 
people in any time or place.

The young Francis sought to make a name for himself on the battlefield and 
quickly ended up a prisoner of war. With that dream shattered, Francis was 
free to be open to other things. The name we now remember is of a man 
who fought for the poor, defended lepers and who was an ally of animals and 
what we now call the environment. Francis’ father wanted him to take over 
the family textile business that had made them very wealthy. Francis re-
sponded by renouncing his fortune and stripping in front of his father to put 
on beggar’s rags. For Francis, his dream of becoming a Saint started with the 
simple, honest, prayer of a washed-up warrior: “Lord God, Father of Glory, 
I pray: By your mercy, show me what I should do.”

All of these people – Mary, Paul, Augustine, Theresa, Francis, and so many 
others – became Saints by doing what God showed them, and to a degree 
each of them, much to their surprise, lived out their dream, just not in the 
way they first anticipated. A wonderful thing about dreams is that they can 
grow as we do. And just as we don’t know exactly how the circumstances 
of our lives will unfold, we can never fully know where our dreams might 
take us. Few of our dreams play themselves out in the way we think, or 
hope, they will. That’s probably a blessing. When we stop trying to direct 
everything and let God show us what we are to do, dreams then can become 
beautifully fulfilled realities.

But do we dream anymore? Or have the nightmares playing out around us 
reduced our dreaming to little more than reactive fantasies that are just as 
harmful to the soul as the content of nightmares are to our sleep? Saints, 
dreamers, keep imagining that we can go beyond the narrow limits we 
impose on ourselves, that we can go beyond our fears, our unbelief, our 
prejudice. Maybe, we can’t minister in a leper colony, or feed every hungry 
mouth, or tame a wild wolf, or have a conversation with the birds as Francis 
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did. But we can respond to what is within, and in front of us with the best 
that they we are, without hesitation or question.

There’s nothing stopping us from becoming Saints other than our own 
unwillingness to dream that it can happen. Francis is just one proof that God 
can make our dreams come true. It can all start with something as simple as 
a prayer:

“Lord God, Father of Glory, I pray: By your mercy, show me what I should do.”

If that plea can be honestly incorporated into the core of our being, then 
maybe our newsfeed will become less filled with brutality and devastation, 
and the nightmares will finally end.

Apostles Creed Book of Common Prayer, pg. 96

The Prayers

Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than 
we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve: Pour upon 
us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our 
conscience is afraid, and giving us those good things for which we are not 
worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ 
our Savior; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Anthem: Precious Lord Thomas A. Dorsey (1899-1993)
Jackie Doneghy, Mezzo-Soprano

Precious Lord, take my hand, lead me on, let me stand, I am tired, I am 
weak, I am worn; through the storm, through the night, lead me on to the 
light, take my hand, precious Lord, lead me on. When my way grows drear, 
precious Lord, linger near, when my life is almost gone; hear my cry, hear 
my call, hold my hand, lest I fall, take my hand, precious Lord, lead me 
on. When the darkness appears and the night draws near, and the day is 
past and gone; at the river I stand, guide my feet, hold my hand, take my 
hand, precious Lord, lead me on.

General Thanksgiving Book of Common Prayer, pg. 101

Prayer of St. Chrysostom
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Concluding Versicle Hymnal, no. S-54

Closing Hymn: Lord, Make Us Servants of Your Peace Hymnal, no. 593

Postlude: Improvisation no. 87 in C major, FP 63 Francis Poulenc
Minji Kim, Piano

2021 ANNUAL GIVING
We have heard from 72% of our Early 
Givers. A total of 31 families have 
committed $246,138 for 27% of the 
$900,000 goal for 2021.

Upcoming Events
Blessing of the Animals:  
Today at 4pm
Even though we cannot gather in 
the church building for worship, the 
annual Blessing of the Animals will 
still take place on the front lawn of Permission to stream the music in this service obtained   

from ONE LICENSE, License #A-718890. 



Notice of Special Parish Meeting 
to Consider a Temporary Amendment in the Parish Bylaws regarding Elections
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With the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic the Annual Parish Meeting scheduled for 
January 31, 2021 will be held virtually. Due to the nature of our voting procedures 
the vestry has proposed two possible temporary amendments to the by-laws for the 
consideration of the congregation to facilitate the election of vestry and deanery 
representative candidates.

The parish bylaws call for a slate of candidates for the Vestry and Deanery to “contain 
at least one and a half time the number of candidates as there are terms expiring at 
the next annual meeting.” Article 4.04(a)(1)

To be elected, “A majority of all ballots cast shall be necessary to elect a candidate.” 
Article 4.05(d)(1)

In many years, a second ballot has been required to fill vacant seats. The vestry asks 
that the following two proposals be considered and voted on by a mailing to be 
sent on or around October 5, 2020, which will constitute a Special Parish Meeting 
in accordance with Article 3.04 of the parish bylaws. The outcome of this vote will 
determine the method of voting at the Annual Parish Meeting on January 31, 2021.

1. A temporary amendment to the bylaws rewriting Article 4.04(a)(1) to read in full:
“No later than the December 2020 Vestry meeting, the Nominating Com-
mittee shall present a slate of candidates for election to the Vestry and 
Deanery Representative at the January 2021 Annual Parish Meeting that 
shall not exceed the number of vacancies that will occur at the time of that 
Annual Parish Meeting.”

2. A temporary addition to the bylaws as Article 4.05(d)(1.1) that reads:
“Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, ballots for 2021 elections to the Vestry 
and Deanery Representative will be mailed to all eligible voters in the con-
gregation following the December Vestry Meeting. To be counted, ballots 
must be returned to the parish office by January 29, 2021. Elections will be 
announced at the Annual Parish Meeting. In the event of a second ballot 
being needed, a ballot of the remaining eligible candidates will be mailed 
to those who voted in the first ballot, following the Annual Parish Meet-
ing. To be counted, second ballots must be returned to the parish office by 
February 19, 2021.”

Ballots to determine which of these two proposals will be used for the election at 
the Annual Parish Meeting will be mailed to all eligible voters at the address on file 
in the church office. Parents with children who are not currently residing at home, 
please forward them their ballot. 

All voters are asked to choose between the two proposals and return their ballot 
to the church office by November 6.

LEARN & SHARE
Announcing a new reading and conversation  
series on topics of racism and antiracism, spon-
sored at St. Andrew’s by the Social Justice Ministry.

What is LEARN & SHARE?
Beginning this month, the Social Justice Minis-
try will offer a series called LEARN & SHARE, to 
provide opportunities to explore issues of rac-
ism and social injustice, by reading and talking 
together. As a Christian community, we want 
and need to become more informed and learn 
how we can help change racist patterns. Books 
and articles on the topics are plentiful– but with 
so much information available, it’s hard to know 
where to start. The LEARN & SHARE series is ded-
icated to helping each other get started.

Our goal in learning and listening together in this 
series is to help each other recognize and under-
stand and eliminate attitudes and behaviors that 
keep racism alive: in our own personal beliefs and 
experience, and in our social, political, economic, 
and educational structures. 

The first LEARN & SHARE session begins today! 
Our first book selection is STAMPED: Racism, 
Antiracism, and You by Ibram X. Kendi and Jason 
Reynolds. This book is a “remix” of the National 
Book Award-winning book by Ibram X. Kendi, 
Stamped from the Beginning. This remix is a book 
prepared by the authors to give a basic introduc-
tion to the information and issues discussed at 
great length and depth in Kendi’s original book. 
It is designed as a starting point, particularly 

intended for young adults, and appropriate for 
adults of all ages. The online discussion for this 
first session will take place on the weekend of 
November 14-15. 

How does LEARN & SHARE work?
STEP 1: LEARNING
• A book selection will be posted in the Sunday 

bulletin and at standrewsaa.org for six weeks,  
giving time for readers to study the book, reflect 
on it, and sign up for the Discussion Group.

• Each six-week session will conclude with an 
online discussion about the book, led by two 
parish volunteers.

STEP 2: SHARING
• At the end of six weeks, the book will be the 

topic of a group discussion. Group leaders 
will coordinate meeting arrangements with 
readers and lead the online discussion to share 
reflections and ideas inspired by the reading.

• We hope readers and discussion groups will 
multiply! We are launching this series to ex-
periment with new ways to connect and share 
ideas among our church community during 
this challenging time of separation.

• Please join us! In spite of physical distance be-
tween us, this is an opportunity to learn and 
talk together at St. Andrew’s, about ways to 
become more informed, and to take action to 
end racism.

To sign up for this first LEARN & SHARE session on STAMPED: Racism, Antiracism, and You, 
and for information on finding the book, please get in touch with session leaders Jude Wilson  
(judelwilson@gmail.com, 734-604-1627) and Patricia Bard (PBard460@aol.com, 734-677-4548). 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 
standrewsaa.org/thisweek.htmlstandrewsaa.org/thisweek.html

the church. Please join us with 
you animal companions.  All 
human participants are asked 
to wear a mask and remain at 
least six feet apart from other 
households. 

Discussion Groups on 
White Fragility
This book seems to be on ev-
eryone’s reading list right now. 
We are happy to offer you the 
opportunity to study the book 
in a small group led by a peer. 

Each group will meet for three 
weekly sessions on Zoom; you 
must commit to coming to all 
three. Daytime and evening 
groups will start before the end 
of the month. Contact Shirley 
Harden (shirley.e.harden@
gmail.com, 734-674-0951) to 
ask questions, register and 
choose your time preference for 
the three-meeting series.

Coventry Suppers
If you are interested in joining 
this annual St. Andrew’s tradi-
tion of fellowship and shared 
meals (re-imagined for Zoom!) 
contact Susan Wakefield 
(susan.e.wakefield@gmail.com) 
by Monday, October 12.
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